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President’s Message by Mark Luedtke 
 
                                                               

                                 Hello everyone! 
 
                                 As I sit here and write this message the ground outside is turning  
                                 white. The last few days have been a push knowing this weather  
                                 was forecast to arrive today trying to get things buttoned up and  
                                 ready for winter. A person would think after all these years of living  
                                 in Minnesota that being ready for winter would be a routine and well- 
                                 polished process. I actually feel that this year I am ready, but I also 
                                 know I have felt that way before. I can almost guarantee that at  
                                 sometime this winter, I will hit something with the snow blower or just 
not be able to find or remember where something was parked under the snow. I know 
without a doubt I am ready and excited to hit the slopes and do some skiing this winter. 
 
I recently attended the annual USAHA meeting in Denver, and it was a very useful and 
productive event. It appears the particular changes which are accomplished in any given 
year are small but when they can be looked at from a larger picture and larger segment 
of time, they take on another perspective. The Farmed Cervid industry was able to get 
three of the four proposed resolutions passed out of committee and approved by the 
general membership which is a meaningful accomplishment. All three of the passed 
resolutions will hopefully help build a meaningful foundation for the industry in the years 
ahead. There was limited involvement from USDA and APHIS this year due to the 
government shutdown, but the limited interaction still provided some intrigue and mystery 
in the form of potential changes in the works at a federal level that of course they could 
not provide any detail or confirmation of. Stay tuned and cross your fingers but please do 
not try holding your breath. 
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful time with their families over the holidays and that all of 
you are able to join us at the annual event in January. Until next time take care. 
 
Mark 
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                          Make Plans to Attend! 
2026 MnEBA Annual Conference 

January 17, 2026 
 

Holiday Inn Alexandria 
5637 Hwy 29 South, Alexandria, MN 56308 

Room Rates $129 (Queen) and $139 (King) 
Room Block Expires December 19 
Reservation Line (320) 763-6577 

 
 

Annual Meeting ~ Informational Seminars  
Evening Banquet 
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MnEBA News is a quarterly 
publication of the Minnesota 

Elk Breeders Association. It is 
mailed out on the first day of 
March, June, September and 

December. Deadline for 
information, articles, and 

advertisements is the 15th of 
the preceding month. 

 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Mark Luedtke 

(320) 630-5419 
 

Vice President 
Adam Johnson 
(320) 815-0341 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Wagner 
(612) 366-5078 

 
Director 

Greg Lubinski 
(507) 273-0525 

 
Director 

Jerry Campbell 
(218) 820-5515 

 
Executive Secretary 

to the Board 
Brenda Hartkopf 
(320) 543-2686 

2026 MnEBA Annual Conference  
 

Holiday Inn Alexandria – Alexandria, MN 
January 17, 2026 
 
MnEBA is busy planning the upcoming 2026 MnEBA Annual Conference to 
gather producers together to discuss ever-changing markets, better 
understand the deer farmer’s lawsuit and discuss the new opportunity for 
Minnesota elk producers to determine their animal CWD GEBV scores 
among other topics. There are so many new things to talk about and as 
always, networking opportunities and the chance to learn from each other! 
This is a conference you don’t want to miss!  
 

Seminar topics include: 
 

Minnesota BAH Update – Board of Animal Health Program Director for 
farmed cervidae, Dr. Heather Damico, will provide an update on the latest elk 
numbers and activities with the Minnesota Board of Animal Health.  
 
Dr. Seabury 3,500 GEBV Project – Dr. Damico and Brenda Hartkopf will 
discuss the Dr. Seabury project to test 3,500 U.S. elk for their CWD GEBV 
scores in the coming year. A good number of Minnesota elk will be tested 
from those producers who elected to participate.  
 
Marketing Velvet Antler and Projections for the Future – Jade Noble of 
Cervid Labs will be on hand to talk about the work his company has done to 
grow the velvet supplement market in the U.S., what products they produce 
and their vision for the future. 
 
Market Updates in Velvet, Meat and Trophy Bulls – Brian Wagner and 
Jade Noble will talk about this year’s changes to the velvet, meat and trophy 
bull markets in light of the impact of international tariffs and the effects of a 
continued lack of animals to supply product demands. 
 
Minnesota Deer Farmers Lawsuit – The ultimate outcome of the Minnesota 
Deer Farmers lawsuit has the potential to impact the entire farming industry 
across the country. MDFA President Scott Fier will share what the process 
has been like from the beginning until now and what the path moving forward 
may look like. 
 
Pasture and Forage Management Strategies for Maximum Production – 
Agronomist Adam Johnson will share practical pasture and forage 
management strategies designed to boost production and help you get the 
most value from the land you already own. 
 
Take advantage of Early Bird savings!!   
Make sure to sign up by January 5, 2026 to save $10/person on your 
registration fees!  
 

Complete and return the enclosed convention insert or 
register online at www.mneba.org/annual-conference. 
 

MnEBA  
Mission Statement 
The Minnesota Elk Breeders 

Association represents a 
unified voice that 

strengthens the Elk farming 
industry in Minnesota by 

creating awareness about 
Elk production and 

promotion and consumption 
of Elk products. 
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Monetary Donation Fundraiser  
 

Back by popular demand, MnEBA is once again offering the Donation Fundraiser as a way for all members to 
support MnEBA—whether or not you are able to attend the convention. Simply pledge a monetary donation at the 
Gold, Silver or Bronze levels below and be included in special drawings and/or incentives. Drawings to take place 
the evening of January 17. Proceeds will help MnEBA continue promoting and protecting Minnesota’s elk industry 
and advocating for positive change at the State Capitol. 
 
Three levels are offered, each with special incentives. Details include: 
 

DONATION LEVELS & INCENTIVE PRIZES     
 

  GOLD $500 – anyone donating $500 will be listed as a Gold donor in the next newsletter and will be eligible to win  
                           a CZ-USA 1012 12ga Shotgun Walnut Stock with Hard Case  

 

  SILVER $250 – anyone donating $250 will be listed as a Silver donor in the next newsletter and will be eligible to 
                             win a Winchester SXP Black Shadow 12ga              

   BRONZE $100 – anyone donating $100 will be listed as a Bronze donor in the next newsletter 
 
The drawing for the above prizes will be held during the MnEBA Annual Conference on January 17, 2026. To be 
eligible, your monetary pledge needs to be received at the office no later than Thursday, January 15 or can 
also be done in person at the conference on January 17. All donors will be listed in the January/February/March 
2026 Newsletter unless otherwise requested. 
 
Thank you to everyone willing to participate! Together, we can ensure MnEBA remains strong and ready to continue 
the important work of supporting Minnesota’s elk industry in every way possible. 

 
Live & Silent Fundraising Auctions 
 

MnEBA will once again be having both a Live and Silent Auction at the upcoming annual conference. It’s fun to find 
and bring items of interest all the while also supporting the industry.  
 
Could everyone bring at least one item? Any and all donations would be greatly appreciated!
 

 

2026 MnEBA Annual Conference Fundraisers 
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Board Meeting Minutes November 20, 2025 
 

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of 
Directors held a board meeting via Zoom on 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. Mark 
Luedtke, Jerry Campbell, Brian Wagner, Adam 
Johnson, and Brenda Hartkopf were present. 
President Luedtke called the meeting to order at 8:03 
a.m. Greg Lubinski joined shortly thereafter. 
 
Board reviewed the secretary minutes from May 3 
and June 14. Wagner moved to approve both reports, 
Johnson seconded, motion carried. Hartkopf went 
through the highlights of the Treasurer’s report 
showing an ending balance of $32,554.49. Campbell 
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report, Johnson 
seconded, motion carried. 
 
Hartkopf reported a record sale of elk products at this 
year’s State Fair. The split dog chews showed very 
large increases in sales. It was suggested to go down 
to $35 for the 8” whole chews. Johnson estimated 
using over 200 pounds of donated hard antler for 
making dog chews to sell at the fair. Hartkopf reported 
the State Fair is now requiring a minimum 
commission which MnEBA did not meet, even with 
increased sales. MnEBA paid an extra $954 in 
commission fees this year to cover that minimum. 
 
Wagner reported the 2025 MnEBA Charitable Elk 
Hunt was a success as it moved to a new location this 
year at Haycreek Ranch in Tenstrike. Hartkopf 
reported there are already six applicants for next year. 
 
Hartkopf reported there are currently 538 calendars in 
the hands of members to sell and that sales are 
tracking well so far. 
 
Hartkopf reported the Minnesota Deer Farmers are 
taking their court case to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
She forwarded a link to a web site where the federal 
case is explained, and donations are being received. 
Luedtke and Wagner discussed a meeting with the 
deer farmers and other animal ag groups to discuss 
the federal lawsuit. There was discussion about 
MnEBA making a donation to the federal lawsuit. 
Johnson asked Luedtke to get more information and 
report back to the board at the next meeting. 
 
Campbell discussed his findings on charitable 
donations made for the MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt in 
light of MnEBA’s 501(c)(5) status. He has been told 
verbally that as long as the hunt is for a disabled  
 

veteran, the donation can be made legally. Campbell 
is looking to get this in writing to share with the 
veteran organizations wanting to contribute. 
 
Board discussed seminar ideas for the upcoming 
MnEBA Annual Conference. Hartkopf to follow up with 
recommended speakers. Also began discussion on 
fundraising. Johnson brought up an idea for board 
consideration about MnEBA collecting velvet and 
selling it all together to a buyer.  
 
Hartkopf reported on the Seabury 3,500 GEBV test 
project and also how MnEBA is assisting the 
Minnesota Board of Animal Health in helping to 
reimburse folks for 50% of the cost of supplies. 
 
Hartkopf reported MnEBA sent a letter to the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture outlining what 
legislative initiatives MnEBA would like to pursue in 
2026. Commissioner Petersen offered to schedule a 
meeting to discuss in more detail. Wagner offered to 
host this meeting with Hartkopf to schedule with 
Commissioner Petersen. As the 2026 session is a 
policy session, there is hope more progress can be 
made on improving the farmed cervid laws that 
passed in 2023. 
 
Wagner and Luedtke reported on a congressional 
fundraiser they attended at Hay Creek Ranch which 
was attended by Speaker of the House and 
Gubernatorial candidate Rep. Lisa Demuth, GOP 
Floor Leader Rep. Harry Niska and Assistant GOP 
Floor Leader Rep. Bidal Duran. 
 
Luedtke discussed the recent USAHA meeting in 
Denver and the three cervid friendly resolutions that 
passed and a fourth resolution presented by Gary 
Olson that did not prevail. He reported there were 
discussions that a new CWD Program Standards 
document will be released soon. He stressed the 
importance of the industry’s voice at this event. 
 
Hartkopf reported the MnEBA web site is no longer 
receiving updates because its PHP platform is no 
longer supported. In order to update the platform, a 
new web site will need to be developed. Hartkopf was 
asked to forward current usage analysis reports to the 
board and place topic on the next meeting agenda for 
more discussion. 
 
Hartkopf reported that Glen and Kaye Zebarth 
volunteered to host the 2026 MnEBA Summer picnic 
on July 18, 2026. 

Board Meeting Minutes 
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Johnson expressed concern over how an approved 
CWD blood test could impact the industry by creating 
more required testing. Hartkopf to forward to the 
Board a position paper from NAEBA relating to this 
issue and place the topic on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

Wagner moved to adjourn, Lubinski seconded, motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 

 
 
Velvet Market Update - By Scott Salonek  
 

Finally collected velvet for 2025 and took it to Calgary. The reason for such a slow and late collection date this year 
was that velvet from 2024 has just not sold well. You can see boxes of processed antler in the freezer on the left. 
Then see the stack of velvet antler not yet processed from this year.  
 

Parkland has been our velvet buyer for many years. I appreciate all of you that have supported Lee and myself. I will 
say, though many had their opinions. We are 95% certain next year we will no longer be buying velvet for 2026. The 
only way this changes is if 2024 and 2025 product gets sold before next May. 

Consumption of antler in Asia has dropped and New Zealand production going to 
Asia has filled demand, causing Parkland product to not be moving. 
 

As some of you are aware, Jade Noble bought antler the last few years. If you’re 
cutting next year, make arrangements with him. His need is limited, velvet quality is 
also something to check with him on as he does not want low quality antler. 
 

I will have a notice out by May 1st if Parkland would be in the market, just do not 
count on it. Lee said likely not when I left. 
 
Dr. Seabury 3,500 CWD GEBV Update 
 

The Minnesota Board of Animal Health was successful in securing CWD GEBV testing for 19 Minnesota elk 
producers to participate in Dr. Seabury’s 3,500 animals GEBV project with 924 animals from Minnesota alone. The 
BAH is awaiting directions from Dr. Seabury on how to submit the paperwork and samples. In the meantime, 
producers have been directed to pull their TSU samples when they have an opportunity to take them and hold on to 
them until further directions have been given. 
 

The Minnesota BAH took things a step further and asked for funding to help reimburse Minnesota participants for 
50% of the cost of testing supplies which they successfully received. They did not have a good way of reimbursing 
folks for this so Dr. Damico asked MnEBA for assistance. For producers to receive reimbursement, MnEBA will 
collect copies of receipts as they are submitted and request the funds from BAH. BAH will reimburse MnEBA and 
MnEBA will cut a check back to the producer who has submitted their receipts for reimbursement. MnEBA sent the 
first email to producers outlining this process on November 4.  
 
Minnesota Deer Farmers Association Lawsuit Update 
 

The Minnesota deer farmers have officially moved their case to the U.S. Supreme Court, focusing on whether the 
state can pass laws that essentially shut down a healthy agricultural industry. During earlier hearings, the state’s 
attorney openly admitted that Minnesota’s restrictions were being used to end deer farming and even agreed that 
the state could ban the beef industry if it wanted to in an attempt to slow global warming. Those comments highlight 
how big the stakes are, not just for deer farmers but for agriculture as a whole.  
 

The lawyers are now gathering amicus briefs to prepare for a Supreme Court decision to accept the case. National 
support is growing. U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins recently reached out to plaintiff Steve Porter, and 
her team has been very engaged. There’s also strong backing from Congressman Pete Stauber, Congresswoman 
Michelle Fischbach, the Calvary Group, NADeFA, and the Three Stones Legal Defense Fund, which has already 
raised more than $22,000 to help with the legal costs. This national attention signals how important the case could 
be for protecting agriculture across the country. 
 

News Updates 
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2026 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar  

 

Return Stubs and Money by December 31st to be 
Eligible for Special Gun Drawing and a FREE 2026 
Membership
 

THANK YOU to everyone who is working to sell MnEBA gun raffle 
calendars this year! It is now time to begin completing calendar sales as 
December 31st is the day members become eligible for great incentives 
when selling calendars!  A free MnEBA membership for selling 30 or more 
calendars and returning stubs and money before December 31st is being 
offered once again this year and in addition, for every 10 calendars sold with stubs and money being returned by 
December 31st, your name goes into a drawing to win a Charles Daly 301 Pump Field Max 5 Camo 12/28 3” 
shotgun. The more calendars you sell, the more chances of winning! To be eligible, make sure to get your 
calendar stubs and money turned in by December 31st! 
 
More Calendars Are Available! 
There are currently 538 of 800 calendars in the hands of members to sell leaving over 250 calendars still available!  
If you can sell more calendars, we would love to get more out to you! Even if you don’t have very many opportunities 
to sell calendars, pick one up for yourself or family and friends, they make great Christmas presents! Please 
contact the office to order more calendars if you can sell them.  
 
The drawing date is Saturday, January 17, 2026 at 8:00 PM during the MnEBA Annual Conference in Alexandria. 
All stubs, payments and unused calendars must be turned in by that time.   
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NEWS RELEASE: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
 

Contact: Brenda Hartkopf, Minnesota Elk Breeders Association, 320-543-2686 
  

Minnesota Military Veteran Harvests Bull Elk 
 

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association (MnEBA), September 17, 2025 – Taking a bull elk is something 
military veteran Kendall Roche has wanted to do his entire life. While Kendall served in the U.S. Air Force for 
six years then the U.S. Army for another seven years, harvesting a bull elk at Hay Creek Ranch was “the most 
exciting experience I’ve ever had in my life!”  
 
Kendall served in many capacities while in the military, from jet engine maintenance to infantry and 
intelligence, he traveled extensively serving both Germany and the effort in the Persian Gulf supporting the 
United States in some of the most memorable world military events of his lifetime. But this service came at a 
cost from hearing loss from jet aircraft maintenance to multiple ankle, knee and hip surgeries and multilevel 
spine fusions. Kendall has endured ongoing pain and challenges, yet he continues to face life with 
determination and pride in the service he gave his country. He says, “Not all of us have the same story or the 
same injuries, but we that were in support positions also did what of our country asked of us. I’d do it again in a 
heartbeat.” 
 
When Kendall received the call that he was chosen for the 19th Annual Minnesota Elk Breeders Association elk 
hunt, he was speechless. But before long, he was making plans to travel to Hay Creek Ranch in Tenstrike, 
Minnesota with his son Joseph. They arrived at the ranch on August 25th ready to go. They spent time with 
their guide and got the feel for what to expect. Each bull has a story and Kendall had his sights set on the older 
herd bull that many people before him wanted to harvest. Of all the bulls he saw, he was fortunate enough to 
get within 47 yards of the bull he wanted and with his cross bow, took the bull down in his tracks. The guide 
said he had never seen an arrow do that to an animal that size. 
 
To say Kendall is grateful for this experience, an understatement for several reasons. Sharing this experience 
with his son was priceless. “I haven’t spent time with my son like this in 20 years so that was so special to us. 
You did that.” Prior to the hunt, Kendall had been dealing with PTSD from his time in the military along with 
other personal difficulties that had been dragging him down. But 
this experience changed him. “From that day until now, a load 
came off my shoulders. I don’t know how to explain it. I feel 
recovered emotionally; I feel so much healthier.”  
 
Hay Creek Ranch took care of quartering the bull and got the meat 
to the processor where Kendall is anxious to pick it up. He also left 
the head there as well for mounting. He shares, “What you are 
doing for us is remarkable. I am so thankful and grateful.”  
 
In the meantime, he is gearing up to soon become the next 
commander of the American Legion Honor Guard and has enjoyed 
serving the legion in its activities over many years. 
 
MnEBA would like to thank Hay Creek Ranch and Aaron Seitz who 
supported this year’s hunt by providing the facility, guide service, 
meals and lodging. MnEBA offers our heartfelt thanks, support and 
gratitude to Kendall Roche and to all United States military men 
and women for their dedication and service to our country.  
 
 

United States Military Veteran Kendall 
Roche with his son Joseph  
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As I write, we are experiencing our first snowfall of the season—a sure sign that we have 
officially transitioned from fall to winter. With this change, it is time to begin feeding more 
hay to our herds. 
 
The Board remains steadfast in its commitment to advocate for the elk farming industry. 
We continue to work toward reversing legislation that has hindered our ability to raise elk 
in this state. At present, we are closely following the case that deer breeders are seeking 
to bring before the U.S. Supreme Court. Encouragingly, several agricultural organizations 
are voicing support for the broader fight to protect the right to farm—a movement that is 
gaining momentum nationwide. 
 

It is worth remembering that the founders of this nation likely never imagined the need to enshrine farming as a 
constitutional right. They understood it as a God-given necessity, as food is essential for all. Today, our collective 
support as an industry—and alongside all farmers across the country—is critical to defending against challenges 
that threaten our right to raise elk and deer in Minnesota. 
 
While the number of elk farmers has declined, our association remains strong and in good standing. We encourage 
everyone to continue selling calendars, as this fundraiser is an important source of support for our work. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Convention in January. In the meantime, may you enjoy a joyful 
holiday season filled with blessings and gratitude. 
 
God Bless, 
Jerry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Here’s an easy meatball recipe that creates it’s own delicious sauce and pairs great with the last of your garden 
produce!   
 

Oven Meatballs 
 

2 eggs                 Salt/Pepper to taste 
½ cup milk     2/3 cup ketchup 
1 cup crushed soda crackers                            1 can Golden Mushroom soup  
1½ lbs. ground elk                           1 cup water  
1 small onion                                      
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Beat eggs. Add milk and crackers; mix well until moistened. Add ground elk, onion, 
salt, pepper and ketchup. 
 
Roll into balls and place in lightly greased casserole. Mix the soup and water together and pour over meatballs. 
Bake uncovered for one hour at 350 degrees. 
 

Do you have a favorite elk meat recipe you would be willing to share? Please send a copy to the 
office at info@mneba.org so we can share it in the next newsletter!  

MnEBA Kitchen 
 

Board Blog by Jerry Campbell, MnEBA Board Member 
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North American Elk Breeders Association (NAEBA) Press Release 
 

USAHA Meeting Recap – Three Key Resolutions Adopted 
 

Nov 5, 2025 - The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) held its 129th Annual Meeting November 1–5, 
2025, in Denver. The Committee on Farmed Cervidae convened under the leadership of Chair Travis Lowe and 
Vice Chair Dr. Shelly Chavis. The meeting featured program updates from USDA APHIS, and updates on ante-
mortem CWD testing from Utah State Veterinarian Dr. Amanda Price and researchers at Dream Genomics.  
During the business session, the committee advanced and USAHA later approved three resolutions: 
 
Acceptance of the Dual Path Platform (DPP) TB Test for Exports to Canada 
Calls on USDA APHIS and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) to harmonize import/export protocols so 
that the TB DPP (blood) test may be used as an option for export clearance for live cervid movement and semen 
collection.  
 
Antemortem CWD Testing for Trace Investigations 
Encourages state officials to consider use of antemortem tools as part of their own epidemiological investigation for 
herd-level risk assessments to prevent unnecessary depopulation. Importantly, this resolution includes the 
application of antemortem testing in elk, even though rectal biopsy testing for elk is not currently recognized in the 
USDA CWD Program Standards. This reaffirms the authority of state animal health officials to use science-based 
discretion when supported by herd conditions and epidemiological data. 
 
Collection of Research Samples from CWD Herd Plans 
Encourages the collection of potential research samples as part of herd plans and coordination with cervid industry 
foundations.  
 
NAEBA extends our sincere appreciation to the cervid representatives who travelled to participate- Mark Luedtke, 
Shawn Schafer, Troy Zacchini, Laurie Seale, Roxanne Lotts, Karla Kretschmer, Gary Olson, Ken Yancy and NAEBA 
representatives Travis Lowe and Dr. Paul Anderson. 
 
We also thank the many state and federal officials who contributed thoughtful dialogue, technical updates, and 
collaborative problem-solving throughout the conference. Their willingness to engage in practical, science-driven 
policy development continues to move the industry forward. 
 

 
 
 
Representing the farmed 
cervid industry: 
 
Front: Roxanne Lotts, 
Laurie Seale, Karla 
Kretschmer 
 
Back: Ken Yancy, Paul 
Anderson, Troy Zacchini, 
Shawn Schafer, Mark 
Luedtke, Gary Olson, 
Travis Lowe 
 
 

2025 USAHA Annual Meeting  
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Routine Preparation for Winter 
 

From calves to cows and bulls, each group of animals on your farm should have different considerations going into 
winter for maximum production. 
 
Calves 
After the calves have been weaned, they should be boostered with Clostridium C and D and any other specific 
vaccines recommended by your veterinarian for your herd. Calves should also receive a routine treatment for worms 
and also examine animals for lice and/or ticks and treat accordingly. 
 
Calves should be fed the best hay you have. In addition, they can be fed a commercial elk calf pellet or home-grown 
feed ration containing no more than 15% shell corn plus oats or soy hull pellets. Be sure to include an adequate 
amount of copper. You can mix in copper sulfate or chelated copper which comes in the form of a commercial pellet 
which is three times more soluble than copper sulfate. Of special note, all animals on the farm should have access 
to free-choice trace mineral salt in the loose form, not a lick. 
 
Cows 
Now is the good time to pregnancy check your cows and cull accordingly. If you’re culling by breeder value, now is a 
good time to do that as well. 
 
Body condition should be evaluated on a scale of 1-5 with five being the heaviest. If cows are heavy, can stop grain 
supplementation on January 1 and feed just grass hay and mineral. If cows are thin, continue the grain 
supplementation until March 1. After that, all cows should be just mainly on hay assuming they are all in good 
condition. You don’t want to see body fat below the abdomen or see a tail that is sunk in; this means they are too fat 
and will have calving problems in the spring if they don’t lose weight now. If cows are losing hair, check for ticks or 
lice and treat with Taktic or Ivermectin. 
 
Bulls 
It is best if you can group your bulls by age if you have the space. A one-year difference in age is best, for example 
just the two- and three-year-olds in their own pen. The more age grouping you can do the better. Try to feed to 
maximum energy and condition after the rut. The better body condition they are in the fall, the better antlers they will 
produce in the spring. Feed well to put weight on the bulls until January. They won’t put much weight on after that. If 
you use your own feed mix, it should not be more than 20% shelled corn. There are also good commercial custom 
elk pellets that work well. If feeding corn silage, that can be fed all winter long and the elk will not get too fat. Hay is 
still important when feeding corn silage. 
 
Bulls and cows need 260mg/head/day of copper sulfate. If using chelated copper, will not need as much. Most 
commercial feed mixes contain copper in the chelated form. If copper is not adequate in the diet, this will limit antler 
growth for the coming year. 
 
Having fresh water available is better than snow. Having 
some sort of wind break is helpful, or at least some dry 
bedding. Elk are better off outside than inside. 
 
As it gets towards spring, watch bulls for shedding buttons. 
If they have not shed both buttons within five days of each 
other, bring the bull in to remove the second button. 
Especially watch bulls that have had damage to antler the 
year before to ensure they have shed both buttons 
normally. 
 
Keeping these points in mind for all animal groups will 
hopefully set you up for a great year of production in 2026!  
 

Vet Corner by Glen Zebarth, DVM 
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MnEBA Board Nominations Now Being Accepted  

 

This year, one board seat currently held by Brian 
Wagner is up for reelection. Please take a moment to 
thank Brian for his outstanding service when you see 
him. 

Nominations for this position are now being accepted. 
If you know someone who would be a good 
candidate, or if you are interested in running as a 
member, please contact the MnEBA Office at (320) 
543-2686 or info@mneba.org. Elections will take 
place during the MnEBA Annual Conference on 
January 17, 2026 at the Holiday Inn in Alexandria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minnesota State Fair Recap and Thank You’s 
 

MnEBA’s sales at this year’s State Fair booth were at an all-time high at well over $21,000 in sales. The highest 
previous sales were in 2023 with just over $19,000 in sales. Two big contributing factors were that the weather was 
perfect every day of the fair. Also that the split dog chews were lower priced and, in many cases, larger in size 
compared to previous years, which increased sales tremendously.  
 
New this year, members donated hard antler and Adam and Ben Johnson cut it up into dog chews for State Fair 
inventory. It is estimated MnEBA went through at least 200 lbs of donated hard antler. The four-inch split chews saw 
the most growth in sales going from 76 sold in 2024 to 239 sold in 2025. Because of the tremendous sales, Adam 
had to find additional hard antler, cut it up and bring it to the booth during the middle of the fair. There is no doubt 
the donated antler dog chews were a big factor in the $8,000 profit at this year’s fair along with the donated sausage 
product by Greg Lubinski with help covering processing costs by Paul & Lynn Hueg. MnEBA is grateful to Greg, 
Paul & Lynn, Adam & Ben and all who donated hard antler for chew sales. It made all the difference in creating a 
nice profit during the fair. 
 
Thanks to Paul Hueg, Greg Lubinski & Colleen Etzbach and Lance & 
Brenda Hartkopf for setting up the booth and to Paul and Greg for taking 
everything down again and packing it up. 

The booth would not have been possible without the support of the 
membership in staffing all twelve days of the fair. Many thanks to 
everyone who was able to work the booth to help sell our great elk 
products and share the message of why elk are America’s Greatest 
Animal! This year’s booth volunteers included Marlen Schmitz & Rhonda 
Bjornson, Ron & Lynette Schmitz, Jim Byrne, Dale Wippler, Adam & 
Kailee Johnson, Steve and Tyler Krage, Lance & Brenda Hartkopf, Greg 
Lubinski & Colleen Etzbach, Wade Schimmelpfennig, Troy Bjorge, Mark & 
Lisa Luedtke, Scott Salonek, Kraig Wurst, Darrell Turek & Sheila 
Krukowski, and Paul & Lynn Hueg. Thanks again to all, your time and 
efforts were deeply appreciated!   

Committee Reports 
 

 
 

Board Terms 
Mark Luedtke, President                     Term ends 2028 
Greg Lubinski, Vice President              Term ends 2027 
Brian Wagner, Secretary/Treasurer     Term ends 2026 
Jerry Campbell, Director                       Term ends 2028 
Adam Johnson, Director                      Term ends 2027 

Committee Reports 
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January 17, 2026 – MnEBA Annual Conference, Holiday Inn Alexandria, Alexandria, 
MN 
 

March 7, 2026 – NAEBA March Mingle, Embassy Suites, Blue Ash, OH 
 

July 18, 2025 – MnEBA Summer Picnic, Oak Point Elk Farm, Brandon, MN 
 

July 23-25, 2026 – NAEBA Convention & International Antler Competition, Stoney 
Creek Convention Center, Independence (Kansas City), MO 
 
 
 
 
 

For Sale: Approximately 4,500 feet of elk fence for sale in Minnesota. Call Dale 
Wippler at 612-910-8042 or Donna Wippler at 612-581-4260. 
 

Wanted: All elk meat animals, trophy bulls, breeding stock or whole herds. Brian 
Wagner, 612-366-5078. 
 

Wanted: Wapiti Labs is buying hard antler. Best prices on 2” diameter and larger. Call 
651-237-4051 for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
         
 
           

Classified Ads 

MINNESOTA ELK 
BREEDERS 

ASSOCIATION 
9086 Keats Avenue SW 
Howard Lake, MN 55349 

320-543-2686 
info@mneba.org 

Calendar of Events 
 

Minnesota Elk Breeders 
Association 

9086 Keats Avenue SW 
Howard Lake, MN 55349 

 
PHONE: 

320-543-2686 
 

FAX: 
320-543-2983 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@mneba.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
  8:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Mondays, Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 


