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President’s Message by Mark Luedtke 
 
                                                               

                                 Hello everyone!  
 
                                 Hope everyone and your family are doing well. The Minnesota  
                                 weather is proving to be predictably unpredictable with spring/early  
                                 summer starting out normal with canceled softball games and being 
                                 at the first few games all bundled up like I’m at a football game in  
                                 the cold rain. Then to tank tops and shorts with people complaining  
                                 about the heat. Now we get to the playoffs and it’s back to rain and 
                                 cold weather with postponed games. I know the crops need the  
                                 rain but I could do without the muddy runway when I’m doing chores. 
 
I know last time I was mentioning working on my fence project in the winter being a 
challenge and slow going. Well for the record trying to work on fence in a swamp isn’t 
much fun either. I still need to finish H braces, stretch the fence and secure it to the poles 
and even with as dry as spring was, working in the mud is not what I call fun. So far, I 
have only been dealing with ticks but now with added moisture I know the mosquitoes will 
become a problem very soon. Not much to do but to keep pushing through. 
 
I’m not aware of any favorable legislation that was focused on our industry that made it 
through the session but there has been a lot of things happening. I believe there is 
progress being made behind the scenes that is setting the stage for larger changes to be 
possible in the future but only time will tell how that all works out. 
 
Hope you all have a favorable summer, and I hope you all can make it to the summer 
picnic. I am grateful to Roger and Saichon for hosting our event and look forward to 
seeing everyone that can make it. 
 
Mark 
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                                                                             Make Plans to Attend! 

2025 MnEBA Summer Picnic    
Saturday, July 19, 2025 

 

Hosted By 
Elk Forever Genetics ~ Roger & Saichon Nietfeld 

34255 Co Rd 31, Melrose, MN 56352 
320-247-0256 

 

LUNCH BEGINS AT NOON  
Bring a dish to pass! 

 

A Noon meal is being planned followed by the MnEBA summer meeting and farm tour.   
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MnEBA News is a quarterly 
publication of the Minnesota 

Elk Breeders Association. It is 
mailed out on the first day of 
March, June, September and 

December. Deadline for 
information, articles, and 

advertisements is the 15th of 
the preceding month. 

 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Mark Luedtke 

(320) 630-5419 
 

Vice President 
Adam Johnson 
(320) 815-0341 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Wagner 
(612) 366-5078 

 
Director 

Greg Lubinski 
(507) 273-0525 

 
Director 

Jerry Campbell 
(218) 820-5515 

 
Executive Secretary 

to the Board 
Brenda Hartkopf 
(320) 543-2686 

2025 MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt  

 

Hunt to Take Place August 25-26 at Hay Creek Ranch, 
Tenstrike, MN 
 

MnEBA is excited to be hosting this year’s MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt at Hay 
Creek Ranch in Tenstrike, MN. The hunt is scheduled for August 25-26 (hunter 
to arrive mid-day on August 25) and encompasses two days/one night. Guide 
services, meals, and lodging at the hunt facility are all being donated by the 
owner of Hay Creek Ranch, Aaron Seitz. More information about the facility 
can be found at www.haycreekhunt.com. The hunt also includes the bull, travel 
reimbursement and processing/packaging of the meat all at no cost to the 
recipient.  
 
MnEBA is looking for donations to offset the cost of purchasing the bull for this 
hunt and also to help cover the travel and meat processing costs. Anyone who 
has a 300"-350" bull they are willing to donate, offer for sale, or anyone who 
would like donate funds towards the purchase of the bull, meat processing or 
travel should contact the MnEBA Office. 
 
MnEBA remembers with gratitude the 18 years this hunt was held at Tony’s 
Trophy Elk Hunt Ranch with Tony & Patty Beckel in Baudette. Tony introduced 
this idea to MnEBA back in 2007 and it has generated great joy and memories 
for those who have received the opportunity ever since. There have been 
many donors of bulls, folks who have hauled the bulls to the hunt facility, funds 
donated and other support over the years. MnEBA is grateful to everyone who 
has had a part in making the dream of hunting an elk a reality for many 
deserving individuals over these many years.  
 
 

 
 

The recipient of the 2024 MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt 
United States Air Force Veteran Jim Pfaff 

MnEBA  
Mission Statement 
The Minnesota Elk Breeders 

Association represents a 
unified voice that 

strengthens the Elk farming 
industry in Minnesota by 

creating awareness about 
Elk production and 

promotion and consumption 
of Elk products. 
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May 3, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 
 

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of 
Directors held a board meeting via Zoom on 
Saturday, May 3, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, 
Jerry Campbell, Brian Wagner, Adam Johnson, Greg 
Lubinski and Brenda Hartkopf were present. 
President Luedtke called the meeting to order at 8:10 
a.m. Luedtke asked for any adjustments to the 
agenda, Hartkopf asked if the deer breeders 
upcoming court date could be added and all agreed to 
the additional topic.  
 
Luedtke asked for additions or corrections to the 
March 25 secretary report. Johnson moved to 
approve, Campbell seconded, motion carried. 
Hartkopf then just briefly went over the highlights of 
the Treasurer report as the board would be going 
through each line item to determine the next fiscal 
budget later in the meeting. The checkbook balance 
was $44,835.64. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Hartkopf reported that while legislative bills regarding 
deed language, reinstating privacy and fencing were 
introduced and/or heard in committee this session, no 
language has made it to the final Ag Omnibus bill in 
either the House or Senate as of yet. The regular 
session ends May 19. MnEBA’s lobbyist has offered 
to present the Government Relations Committee and 
Board a recap via Zoom after the session ends. The 
tentative date is May 28th. 
 
Hartkopf presented the current State Fair schedule 
with seven unfilled shifts. Several more shifts were 
filled by those on the call, allowing MnEBA to move 
forward with the State Fair booth. Hartkopf to send 
payment right away. Johnson reported he has 
finished cutting up donated antler and has enough to 
cover what was stocked the previous year. Board 
discussed pricing and decided to price 4” split at $10 
(promote super sale price), 4” whole at $15, 8” split at 
$25 and 8” whole at $38. Johnson also reported 
having the elk t-shirts ready for the fair. Pricing will be 
set at $20. 
 
The 2025 MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt has been 
scheduled for August 25-26 at Hay Creek Ranch in 
Tenstrike, MN. Hartkopf reported there are already 
eight individuals interested in applying. Hartkopf to 
send the application form to MnEBA members to 
share with other potential applicants. The deadline to 
apply is May 31.  
 

Campbell reported he has been working to secure 
sponsors for the eight available Bonus Cash days and 
will fill all the openings. Johnson also secured several 
sponsors. It was determined that extra sponsors will 
be used as “contributing” sponsors on calendar pages 
and the back of the calendar. Board also discussed 
types of guns for the 2026 calendar noting they 
wanted to see fewer .22 caliber rifles. Hartkopf was 
also directed to ask about maintaining the same gun 
quality level as last year with the same budget 
amount. 
 
Luedtke and Johnson gave a recap on the MnEBA 
booth at the recent Minnesota State FFA Convention. 
Both thought it was worth continuing to have a booth 
at the event. 
 
Board discussed upcoming deer breeders hearing on 
May 15th at the federal building in St. Paul. Hartkopf 
plans to attend. Others may join if they are able. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Board discussed this year’s membership numbers, 
noting that MnEBA lost nine active members, all of 
which left the industry in 2024. Three of those nine 
members renewed at the associate level. Total 
membership numbers in 2024 were 70 members and 
in 2025, 64 members. 
 
Board went through the financials and set numbers 
for the 2025-2026 budget year which begins on July 
1. Hartkopf to send out budget draft for board 
discussion at next meeting tentatively scheduled for 
May 28th at 8 a.m.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 
 
March 25, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 
 

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of 
Directors held a board meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, 
March 25, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Jerry 
Campbell, Brian Wagner, Adam Johnson, Greg 
Lubinski and Brenda Hartkopf were present. 
President Luedtke called the meeting to order at 8:04 
a.m. Luedtke asked for any adjustments to the 
agenda, none were offered. 
 
Luedtke asked for additions or corrections to the 
February 24 secretary report. Campbell moved to 
approve, Lubinski seconded, motion carried.  

Board Meeting Minutes 
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Johnson and Hartkopf gave an update on the recent 
hearing in the House Ag committee. Johnson went on 
to discuss the importance of educating legislators. He 
is in the process of gathering data and will update the 
board with his findings when he has completed this 
project. Hartkopf to forward Minnesota hunting unit 
data collected through an ERF project from several 
years ago and also the 2018 legislative auditor 
evaluation report of the Board of Animal Health 
Oversight of Deer and Elk Farms.   
 
Board reviewed hotel proposals to host the 2026 
MnEBA Annual Conference. The decision was made 
to go with the Holiday Inn Alexandria proposal with a 
meeting date of January 17, 2026. 
 
Board discussed opening a new bank account with a 
minimum amount of funds with the Stearns Bank 
Upsula branch to take advantage of their non-profit 
account benefits. Luedtke shared the Stearns Bank 
Upsula branch is in the process of being sold but the 
new buyer is expected to continue this program. 
Wagner moved to proceed with opening an account at 
the Stearns Bank Upsula branch with a $1,000 
deposit and to write the Century Link bill from this 

account each month to fulfill MnEBA’s obligations as 
a non-profit client. Luedtke, Wagner and Hartkopf to 
be signers. Lubinski seconded, motion carried. If the 
new owner does not honor the previous non-profit 
account benefits, will consider moving this money to a 
different Stearns Bank that does. 
 
Wagner moved to adjourn, Lubinski seconded, motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:12 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 
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THANK YOU to all you have made commitments to work the 
MnEBA booth at the 2025 Minnesota State Fair!   
 

THANK YOU to all who were able to make a commitment to work at this year’s MnEBA booth at the State Fair. 
MnEBA was able to fill most slots and is moving forward with a booth at this year’s event. If you have not yet signed 
up, we can still fit you in! Please contact the office ASAP with your availability!     
 
New this year, Adam and Ben Johnson have cut up donated antler for dog chew sales so that all of the money made 
on dog chew sales will go to MnEBA (after the state fair commission and taxes). This will provide a significant boost 
to profits at the fair and MnEBA is grateful to all who donated antler and to the Johnsons’ for taking the initiative to 
cut up the antler! That being said, MORE ANTLER IS NEEDED! While enough antler has been cut to match last 
year’s amount, more is needed to ensure there is extra available if certain sizes sell out and also to begin stock for 
next year. If you can donate a stick or two of hard antler for this purpose, it would be tremendously appreciated! 
Please bring your antler to the MnEBA Summer Picnic or contact the office to determine how to transfer the antler to 
eventually get to the Johnsons’. 
 
The Johnsons’ are also donating a limited supply of elk t-shirts to sell at the fair to help determine if there would be a 
greater interest in selling elk t-shirts on a larger scale at the fair. MnEBA is excited to offer these new items and 
looks forward to a productive event! 
 
Please review the schedule below and contact the office at 320-543-2686 or info@mneba.org if you can help to 
fill in the extra gaps on Wednesday, August 27 for the pm shift and Friday, August 29 for the pm shift. Thanks so 
much! 
 
 
Date Time Workers  Date  Time  Workers 
Pre-Fair  Set Up – Paul Hueg, Lance & 

Brenda Hartkopf 
 8/27 8 – 2 Marlen Schmitz and one 

other 
8/21 8 - 2 Lance & Brenda Hartkopf   2 – 9 

 
Marlen Schmitz and one 
other; (looking for one 
additional) 

 2 – 9 Adam & Kaylee Johnson  8/28 8 – 2 Jim Byrne, Dale Wippler 
8/22 8 – 2 Adam & Kaylee Johnson   2 – 9 Jim Byrne, Brenda Hartkopf 
 2 – 9 Adam & Kaylee Johnson  8/29 8 – 2 Wurst Family 
8/23 8 – 2 Steve & Tyler Krage; Adam & 

Kaylee Johnson 
  2 – 9 Lubinski Family (looking for 

new volunteers if possible) 
 2 – 9 Adam & Kaylee Johnson  8/30 8 – 2 Lubinski Family 
8/24 8 – 2 Greg Lubinski Family   2 – 9 Lubinski Family 
 2 – 9 Lance & Brenda Hartkopf  8/31 8 – 2 Lubinski Family 
8/25 8 – 2 Wade Schimmelpfennig and 

Troy Bjorge 
  2 – 9 Lubinski Family 

 2 – 9 Mark & Lisa Luedtke  9/1 8 – 2 Lubinski Family 
8/26 8 – 2 Darrell Turek Family   2 – 9 Lubinski Family, Paul Hueg 
 2 – 9 Darrell Turek Family  Take- 

down 
 Paul Hueg, Greg Lubinski 
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While bills regarding deed language, reinstating privacy and fencing were 
introduced and/or heard in committee this session, no language made it in the 
final Omnibus Agriculture Finance Policy bill that went to the Governor’s office 
on May 18 for signature. Legislators removed most of the policy language in 
this bill in order to move it forward with the goal of passing this part of the 
state budget by the end of regular session May 19. It is hoped similar 
language will gain more traction next year as the budget will not be the 
primary focus of the next session.  
 
Deer Breeders Lawsuit Update 
The lawsuit filed by a group of Minnesota deer farmers regarding several farmed cervidae laws passed during the 
2023 Minnesota legislative session was heard in the 8th District Federal Court on May 15th. The deer breeder’s 
lawyer stayed with the topics of contention they have been pursuing all along regarding the moratorium on any new 
deer farms, restricting current farms to a one-time transfer of the farm to an immediate family member (which many 
farms do not have an immediate family member to sell to and even if they do, the farm then ends with that family 
member), and the exclusionary fencing clause.  
 
A court decision could come in 60 days but could be longer as there is no time limit for court decisions on the federal 
level. Watch for further updates when they become available.  
 
 
 
 

 

Praying for 2025 to be the best for everyone.  
 
So far this year has started out pretty good; it has been fairly dry and most of the crops have 
been planted by now. The ground was mellow and worked up the nicest I've seen in years.  
 
And now we are getting several days of rain, praying just not too much!!! It looks like we will 
be cutting hay about the 1st of June weather permitting. As of May 20th, no calves yet, 
hopefully not for a couple days until this rain slows down.  
 
As we still struggle through the new rules and regulations from 2023, it looks like there should 
be nothing new for this next year. All elk markets look good for the upcoming year so enjoy the 

good times ahead, and your success for the many years of work you put into your operation.  
 
In early April, Debbie and I were blessed beyond words 
to take the trip of a lifetime to South Africa with my three 
kids and their spouses, four grandkids, my mother and 
my aunt. It's been many years since I've been on a trip 
with all three of my kids at the same time and then to add 
all the rest was unbelievable. We went to Merkel National 
Park one day, got to visit a local orphanage one day and 
brought donated items like clothes and meat from 
animals we hunted, and many days of hunting by most, 
especially the grandkids (I think we got 32 animals in 
all).  
 
Everyone's lives are so busy nowadays but if you can 
spend time with family and friends, that is priceless. 
 
Regards, Brian 

Board Blog by Brian Wagner, Secretary/Treasurer 

Legislative Update 
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2026 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar  

 

Be Part of the 2026 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar   

 

Sponsorships Now Open! 
 
MnEBA is gearing up for the 2026 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar, and your support is 
needed! Sponsoring a month is a great way to promote your farm, business, or 
passion for elk while helping cover printing costs for one of our biggest fundraisers of 
the year. 
 
It’s simple to sponsor—just send a high-quality photo featuring elk (from any year), 
your contact information, and your logo if you have one. The cost to sponsor a month 
remains at $300, and your support goes a long way in making this calendar a success. With 800 calendars being 
printed again this year, it’s great exposure and a great cause. Contact the MnEBA office today to reserve your spot! 
 
Same exciting seller incentives are back! 

 Sell 10 calendars and get your name entered into a special drawing for a bonus gun prize (outside of the 
raffle calendar). 

 Sell 30 calendars (with stubs and money turned in by Dec. 31, 2025) and you’ll earn a free 2026 MnEBA 
membership. 

 Plus, this year’s calendar features 27 gun days, four bonus meat package days, and eight $100 bonus cash 
days—plenty of chances to win! 

 
Calendars will be available starting July 19 at the MnEBA Summer Picnic or they can be mailed directly to you. 
Board members will also have them available. 
 
Anything you can do to help sell calendars, spread the word, or sponsor a page is appreciated! It all supports 
MnEBA’s mission to promote and protect Minnesota’s farmed elk industry. 
 
Questions? Call the office at 320-543-2686 or email info@mneba.org. Let’s make 2026 our best calendar yet! 
 
 
 

Minnesota FFA Member Thank You’s 
Since 2013, MnEBA member Greg Lubinski of Lubinski Elk Acres has contributed funding in MnEBA’s name for two 
Minnesota FFA Foundation’s “Blue Jackets – Brighter Futures”. The most recent jackets were awarded to the 
Minnesota FFA members below who sent letters of thanks back to MnEBA as follows. Thank you, Greg, for your 
continued support of this project! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for sponsoring my FFA jacket. I am 
proud to represent the Howard Lake-Waverly-
Winsted FFA while wearing my jacket. I have been 
involved with the LDE. It has let me think quicker 
on my feet. 
 

I plan to work hard as a FFA member to be the 
best person I can be. I also plan to continue to be 
involved in agriculture classes and small animals. 
Someday I hope to be a chapter officer. Thank 
you again for my FFA jacket. I look forward to 
wearing it with pride.  
  
Eva Duske, Howard Lake-Wavery-Winsted FFA 
 

 

Thank you for letting me be able to complete my 
FFA journey. Also thank you for the jacket. This 
will help me on my FFA journey as well. 
 
Unsigned 
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These elk enchiladas are easy to make and full of great flavor!  
 

Elk Enchiladas 
 

1 lb. elk burger                4 oz. can chopped green chiles 
½ cup chopped onion                          2 – 10 oz cans red enchilada sauce            
½ tsp. salt                                                         10 large flour tortillas  
¼ tsp. pepper                                      1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
16 oz. can refried beans              2 cups shredded quesadilla cheese 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a skillet, add the elk burger and chopped onion and cook over medium heat until 
cooked through. Season with salt and pepper, add the refried beans and green chilies and stir to combine. Remove 
from heat. 
 

Spray a 9x13” baking dish with cooking spray. Pour one can of enchilada sauce into the bottom of the dish and 
spread to cover the entire bottom.  
 

To assemble the enchiladas, lay a large flour tortilla out flat and add about 1/3 cup of the elk meat/bean mixture to 
the center of the tortilla. Keeping the filling in the center, gently spread it from end to end of the tortilla. Roll up the 
tortilla and place into the baking dish. Continue this process until all of the tortillas are filled and in the baking dish. 
 

Drizzle the other can of enchilada sauce over the top of the rolled tortillas then top with both types of shredded 
cheese. Bake for 20 minutes or until hot and bubbly.  
 

Top with your choice of additional toppings – avocado, tomato or sour cream and serve. 
 

MnEBA Kitchen 
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NAEBA Introduces ElkBOT: 
The Elk Industry’s First AI Knowledge Assistant 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 19, 2025 - The North American Elk Breeders Association (NAEBA) is excited to announce the launch of 
ElkBOT, an innovative AI-powered knowledge assistant created exclusively for NAEBA members. ElkBOT 
represents the most comprehensive and accessible source of elk ranching information in the industry, designed to 
help members quickly find reliable answers to their questions. 
 
ElkBOT draws from a collection of trusted NAEBA resources, including NAELK Journals (2011–2025), NAEBA 
Newsletters (2015–2025), NAEBA handbooks, the Elk Farming Handbook, and the NAEBA website. By 
consolidating these materials into one powerful tool, ElkBOT allows members to ask questions and receive answers 
instantly—complete with citations and direct references to source materials for those wanting to explore further. 
 
This new tool underscores NAEBA’s commitment to promoting education, informed breeding, and management 
practices within the elk ranching community. Beyond answering technical and management questions, ElkBOT 
helps members stay current on government regulations, scientific research, registry updates, and industry best 
practices, ultimately supporting the growth and sustainability of elk ranching for future generations. 
 
It is important to note that ElkBOT’s knowledge base comes solely from NAEBA’s own resources; it does not pull 
information from the broader internet or outside sources. This approach ensures the accuracy and relevance of elk 
specific content but also means that ElkBOT started as a blank slate and continues to evolve. While ElkBOT 
performs well on most topics, members may occasionally encounter incomplete or inaccurate responses as the 
system continues to learn and refine its answers. To help improve ElkBOT, member feedback is essential. 
 
Members are encouraged to use the thumbs up or down icons below each response to rate answers and provide 
specific feedback. Constructive input—such as noting if an answer was incomplete, identifying missing information, 
or pointing out inaccuracies—will guide ongoing improvements and help NAEBA address knowledge gaps and 
prioritize future educational content. 
 
One area where ElkBOT is still growing is responding to questions about the International Antler Competition. 
Due to the complexity and volume of competition data, including tens of thousands of data point entries across 
different bulls, sires, and dam’s sires, ElkBOT’s answers in this area are not yet fully reliable. Members can ask 
competition-related questions, but they should not expect 
complete or definitive responses until further integration and 
refinement are completed. NAEBA will keep members 
informed when this feature is more reliable.  
 
NAEBA members can access ElkBOT by logging into the 
Members Only section of the NAEBA website and clicking 
the ElkBOT logo. By engaging with ElkBOT, members will 
discover instant answers and direct access to NAEBA’s 
knowledge resources—bringing the industry’s collective 
expertise right to their fingertips.  
 

North American Elk Breeders Association (NAEBA) Press Release 
 

 

Advertiser Index 
 

 

Spring Coulee Velvet Capsules ………..…. 4 
 
ADM Animal Nutrition ………….…..………. 4 
 
Leedstone ………………………...………….. 8 
    
Thank you for your support! 
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The following is an article that first appeared in the May 2025 edition of the NAELK Journal. Here Dr. Zebarth 
outlines his experience in feeding corn silage to elk and also shares other nutrition strategies he has been utilizing.  
 

My Experience Feeding Corn Silage to Elk 
 

Staff Notes from an interview with Dr. Glen Zebarth, Oak Point Elk Farm  
 
Feeding corn silage to elk is not widely documented, but insights from various elk breeders suggest that some elk 
owners do feed it. Longtime NAEBA member Dr. Glen Zebarth has been feeding corn silage for the past 12 years 
and was gracious enough to share his experience on using corn silage as a feed alternative for elk. 
 
Glen began feeding corn silage as a way to cut down on the amount of hay he feeds over the winter months which 
ultimately cuts his hay usage down by 50%. He feeds corn silage only to his bulls. The corn is chopped in early 
September. He said, “Modern silage chopping machines do a good job of cutting the corn stalk and corn into roughly 
one-inch pieces. You want the corn chopped fairly fine; you do not want long, uneven chunks.” The corn silage is 
then loaded into a long plastic bag and sealed. Glen likes to leave the corn silage to ferment in the sealed bag for 
about three weeks, then he begins feeding it to his bulls. “I feed it until the bag is gone which usually gets me 
through to March 1st. When the bulls begin growing antlers, then I stop,” he said.  
 
Corn silage provides a good energy source but does not provide much in the way of protein. In addition to the corn 
silage, Glen top dresses with an additional protein mixture of soybean meal, distillers’ grain and whole roasted 
soybeans. He adds chelated copper to the mix that is a more soluble form of copper and better absorbed into the 
system. He likes using a combination of different nutrient sources as that offers the body different methods of 
utilizing the nutrients. Free choice hay is also offered at about a 20% protein level. Finally, he offers a free choice 
loose trace mineral salt. Not a salt lick as he feels an elk’s tongue is not rough enough to efficiently consume the salt 
from the block.  
 
Above all, he recommends working with a nutritionist to make sure the elk are getting the proper nutrient 
requirements. Glen equates that feeding elk bulls to grow antler is like feeding a dairy cow to produce milk. You 
want to get the needed energy and protein just right. Glen says, “You will know if you are getting too much protein in 
the bulls if you see bloody urine.” If you see that, he said it is easy to correct but you must adjust the ration 
immediately by decreasing the hay quality and/or the amount of protein you are feeding.  
 
Glen does not generally feed corn silage to his cows, however, he might use corn silage on his elk cows for just a 
few weeks if they are looking a little thin at breeding time. Otherwise, he just feeds his cows dry hay, and the above-
mentioned protein mix free choice.  He does not feed corn silage to calves as the calf rumen is not mature enough 
to handle corn silage. He says, “Calves can get by on your grain mix and good quality hay.” 
 
He warns not to confuse corn silage with sweet corn silage or baled corn stalks. Corn silage is chopped with the 
immature ear of corn and has more green leaves and stalks that are ultimately fermented which is completely 
different from baled corn stalks. Glen says, “I would not feed baled corn stalks especially if they have moisture in 
them. Baled corn stalks are low in nutrition and are hard to get up without moisture. I have seen a number of cases 
where black mold has formed on wet baled corn stocks and that will kill elk.” He maintains grass hay would be much 
better.  He would also stay away from soybean stalk bales and says, “there is just not enough energy with soybean 
bales”. Likewise, sweet corn silage offers too little energy and is also too wet. He has never fed sweet corn silage 
and has not known anyone who has.  
 
Besides the benefits of saving on the amount of hay consumed by the elk, Glen feels the elk stay in better body 
condition than when just consuming hay alone. “The cost to feed corn silage is usually less expensive than the cost 
to feed hay, although that depends on where you source your hay,” he said. He added, “Although you can always 
get by just fine on hay alone as well.”   
 

Vet Corner by Glen Zebarth, DVM 
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Glen feeds corn silage in bunks, providing just enough for the animals to consume within a day, roughly 10-12 
pounds per animal by his estimate. However, he acknowledges that feeding corn silage is not for everyone. “You 
need proper storage and handling equipment, such as a tractor loader, to manage it efficiently. Feeding it by hand is 
likely impractical,” he explains. The best way to store corn silage is in a plastic bag, but there is a challenge: to 
prevent mold, you must feed enough daily to maintain freshness. This can be difficult if you have only a few animals. 
Additionally, the equipment needed for harvesting and bagging silage is costly, making it hard to justify the expense 
solely for elk feed. Fortunately, many crop farmers offer custom services, allowing you to get the job done without 
purchasing the equipment yourself. Some elk farmers also buy their corn silage directly from local beef or dairy 
farms. If you are considering this option, Glen recommends starting small, perhaps a few wagon loads for a few 
months to determine if it is a good fit for your operation. 
 
The primary concern when feeding corn silage is preventing mold, which occurs when it is not used quickly enough 
from the end of the bag. Glen emphasizes, “With the bag, there’s virtually no spoilage if you can feed it daily.” He 
uses a bag that is 10 feet in circumference and 250 feet long, which sustains 100 animals from late September 
through early March. This system is most effective for larger herds, while those with fewer animals will need a 
smaller bag. Determining the right amount requires some trial and error to ensure adequate feed for the season. As 
with any new feed source, introduce corn silage gradually over a couple of weeks to allow animals time to adjust. 
He also suggests chopping good quality corn, not corn that is full of weeds or already has mold. “You will not get 
good feed out of poor-quality corn, the same as you will not get good food on overgrown, rained-on poor quality 
hay.” 
 
Balancing the entire food ration is of utmost importance. Feeding the amount of corn silage the elk will eat in a day, 
offering free choice hay so they always have hay in front of them, a couple pounds of the mineral mix (distillers’ 
grain, soybean meal and chelated copper), 2-3 pounds of whole roasted soybeans and free choice loose trace 
mineral salt along with free choice water is what works for Glen. He works with his local feed mill to customize the 
protein mix. Consulting with a nutritionist or veterinarian before making significant dietary changes is highly 
recommended to ensure the health and well-being of your elk. No one wants to introduce new problems to the herd 
because the feed ration is not in balance. One last word of advice, “I would suggest monitoring the copper levels in 
your elk through liver samples, when at all possible, to make sure they are getting the copper they need.”   
 
 
  

  

  
PRESS RELEASE: CWD Testing Coverage Resumes 
 

April 10, 2025 - The Minnesota Board of Animal 
Health (Board) has been navigating significant budget 
constraints through the start of 2025 while federal 
funds have been fluctuating. We rely on cooperative 
agreement funding from the USDA for a lot of our 
work. Thankfully, through the hard work and 
persistence of our elected officials and local USDA 
staff, federal funding for Minnesota has been 
reinstated. 
 

When funds were rescinded the Board took 
immediate internal measures to reduce costs from its 
already lean operations including discontinuing paying 
for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) testing services. 
The Board is glad to announce it plans to reinstate 
coverage of testing costs for CWD samples for 
producers with an official resumption of testing 
coverage planned for April 14, 2025. 

CWD samples can continue to be submitted to the 
University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Lab 
(VDL) on the Board’s Chronic Wasting Disease 
Submission Form. This form is available on our 
website or can be emailed by request. 
 

As always, the fee of $40 for whole head submission 
will continue to be the responsibility of the producer. 
We recognize this is a challenging time for everyone 
and appreciate producers' understanding and 
collaboration as we took the temporary pause in 
covering some of our disease testing costs.  
 

For all other inquiries, please contact the Farmed 
Cervidae Program at 651-201-6804 or 
farmed.cervidae@state.mn.us. 
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July 19, 2025 – MnEBA Summer Picnic, Elk Forever Genetics, Melrose, MN 
 

July 24-26, 2025 – NAEBA Annual Convention & International Antler Competition, 
Best Western Plus Ramkota Hotel, Sioux Falls, SD 
 

August 21-Septmber 1, 2025 – Minnesota State Fair, St. Paul, MN 
 

January 17, 2026 – MnEBA Annual Conference, Holiday Inn Alexandria, Alexandria, 
MN 
 

March 7, 2026 – NAEBA March Mingle, Embassy Suites, Blue Ash, OH 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wanted: All elk meat animals, trophy bulls, breeding stock or whole herds. Brian 
Wagner, 612-366-5078. 
 

Wanted: Wapiti Labs is buying hard antler. Best prices on 2” diameter and larger. Call 
651-237-4051 for more information. 
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