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President’s Message by Mark Luedtke

—— Hello everyone!

Hope everyone and your family are doing well. The Minnesota
winter has settled in after starting rather mild and it has decided to
remind us what winter is about. Although the snow in my part of the
state has been very limited, we have had a few slaps in the face of
cold weather with squeaky snow and groaning equipment, but so
far we have not had to endure the seven to ten day spurts we
sometimes experience in central Minnesota of extreme subzero
days in a row.

| can attest from recent experience that building fence in the wintertime is a slow and
sometimes challenging process, but when you are going through low land and swamps
there really isn’t another option than doing it when everything is frozen solid. Needless to
say | am plodding away as best | can so | can put some pens back into use that have
been sitting empty as a means of complying with the exclusionary fence requirement.

I’'m sure there will be some information somewhere in this newsletter regarding the
current legislative session that will likely be far more insightful than anything | can
provide. All that | know about our current legislative situation is that we are living through
a unique time where things have never been previously experienced or at least never
experienced in any of our collective lifetimes. We do have some activity with our planned
actions and other favorable activity that has been started by others which we are
monitoring, but at these times | believe it to be very difficult to make any predictions
toward expected outcomes.

Hope you all have a favorable rest of winter and if any of you are traveling south for a
break from the cold, | hope you have a safe and enjoyable trip.

Mark

Make Plans to Attend!
2025 MnEBA Summer Picnic
Saturday, July 19, 2025

Hosted By

Elk Forever Genetics ~ Roger & Saichon Nietfeld
34255 Co Rd 31, Melrose, MN 56352
320-247-0256

LUNCH BEGINS AT NOON
Bring a dish to pass!

A Noon meal is being planned followed by the MnEBA summer meeting and farm tour.

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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mneBA News isaquartery | 2029 MNEBA Annual Conference Recap

publication of the Minnesota

Elk Breeders Association. It is The resiliency of the elk industry in Minnesota!
mailed out on the first day of

March, June, September and There was an air of resiliency at the Minnesota Elk Breeders Association
December. Deadline for Annual Conference which took place on January 11 at the Holiday Inn &
information, articles, and Suites in St. Cloud. There were 46 people in attendance at this year's event

advertisements is the 15t of which featured four seminars, fundraising activities, and lots of good

the preceding month. discussion.
: Seminars included a variety of topics with an update from the Board of Animal
Health by Dr. Damico, a detailed look at the 2025 Minnesota Legislative
President Session and what provisions MNnEBA is planning to pursue, the ever popular
Mark Luedtke Ask the Vet seminar by Dr. Zebarth and an Antler Marketing Panel moderated
(320) 630-5419 by President Luedtke and presented by Brian Wagner and Craig Wylie. Thank

you to all for sharing your time and expertise; as always, change is constant

. . and it's important to understand what’s happening in the industry.
Vice President P ppening ry

Adam Johnson There were two board positions open this year, one for Jerry Campbell and the
(320) 815-0341 other for Mark Luedtke. Both were nominated to serve another term. Both
agreed to accept their nomination and were voted by acclimation to serve new
Secretary/Treasurer terms on the board. Thank you to each of you for your continued service- it is

Brian Wagner appreciated!

(612) 366-5078 This year's MnEBA Appreciation Award went to Dr. Glen Zebarth for his

outstanding contributions in educating members on animal health issues,

Director always being willing to give seminars on animal health, and especially for 27
Greg Lubinski years of newsletter article contributions to Vet Corner. In addition, Tony and
(507) 273-0525 Patty Beckel were recognized for sponsoring 18 years of MNEBA Charitable

Elk Hunts. Tony and Patty were each awarded the gift of an elk antler handle
knife. MnEBA thanks these and all volunteers who give so greatly of

Director themselves to further the efforts of the association.

Jerry Campbell

(218) 820-5515 This year's guests included the recipient of the 2024 MnEBA Charitable Elk
Hunt, James Pfaff and his wife Phyllis. Members were able to visit with them

Executive Secretary during the social hour and dinner.
to the Board
Brenda Hartkopf A big thank you to Roger and Saichon Nietfeld who sponsored both the
(320) 543-2686 Morning and Afternoon Breaks. Brian Wagner and Lance and Brenda Hartkopf

sponsored the Hospitality Room both Friday and Saturday evenings- thank
you so much for your contributions to host a couple of fun and entertaining
evenings.

Mn E BA A couple more thank you’s to Michelle Lucas for helping with the calendar
. . raffle and registration desk and also to Mark Lucas for serving as auctioneer
MISSIOn qui‘emeni‘ and entertainer for the live auction. He always knows how to keep the auction

The Minnesota Elk Breeders light and fun!

Association represents a ) . .
unified voice that Many thanks to all who attended, made donations to the live and silent

strengthens the Elk farming auctions, bid on fundraising items and helped in any way to make this another
industry in Minnesota by great conference!
creating awareness about
Elk production and
promotion and consumption

of Elk products.

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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The membership of the Minnesota Elk Breeders
Association held their 2025 Annual Membership Meeting
on January 11, 2025 at the Holiday Inn & Suites, St.
Cloud, MN. President Mark Luedtke called the meeting
to order at 9:40 a.m. He began with a welcome to
everyone in attendance. He then recognized and
thanked Roger & Saichon Nietfeld for sponsoring both
the morning and afternoon breaks and also all those who
had already signed up for the Cash Donation Fundraiser
Gold, Silver and Bronze levels.

President Luedtke asked for corrections or additions to
the secretary minutes from the 2024 Annual Membership
Meeting. Glen Zebarth moved to accept the report as
written, Mark Lucas seconded, motion carried. Brenda
Hartkopf reviewed the treasurer’s report providing detail
on several line items. The June 30, 2024 end of fiscal
year checkbook balance was $40,374.61. Jim Byrne
moved to accept the treasurer’s report as written, Wade
Schimmelpfennig seconded, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Government Relations: Brenda Hartkopf recognized
members of the Government Relations committee
including Jim Byrne, Paul Anderson, Luke Luedeke and
Jerry Campbell. She reported on 2024 legislative
activities including MNnEBA'’s lobbyist working to draft a
bill that included eliminating the language that places a
CWD detection on a cervid owner’s property deed,
reinstating importation of farmed elk and removing elk
from the physical barrier requirement. Legislative chairs
in both bodies refused to have a hearing on any of it. On
the issue of data privacy, the senate judicial chair had an
interest in moving forward with a bill reinstating data
privacy to farmed cervid owners but not until the 2025
session. Hartkopf went on to give an update regarding
the ongoing Minnesota Deer Farmers Association
lawsuit. Discussion on the 2025 legislative session
would be held during the afternoon seminar on that
topic.

Fundraising: Hartkopf reported there were 440 Gun
Raffle Calendar stubs and money turned in by
December 31. High sellers by December 31 were Brian
Wagner with 79 turned in, Mark Luedtke with 57 and
Greg Lubinski with 53 turned in. Ultimately, 39 names
went in the hat for the incentive gun drawing, for which
Brian Wagner's name was drawn. Additionally, there
were seven members who earned a complimentary
MnEBA membership for turning in 30 or more stubs and
money by December 31. Ideas for changes to the 2025
calendar included possibly printing fewer calendars and
also selling sponsorship opportunities for the bonus cash
days.

Promotions: It was reported that MnEBA plans to once
again have a booth at the State FFA Convention Career
Connections tradeshow in April. Also, MNnEBA is looking
for material to share on Facebook. Members were asked
to make sure their elk posts are “shareable” when they
post something on Facebook.

State Fair Booth: The 2024 State Fair booth was a
success due to everyone who stepped up to fill all the
shifts at the booth, including both returning volunteers
and several new folks who stepped forward. Total meat
sales were similar over last year, but antler chew sales
were a bit lower. It was reported there is still not a new
chairperson for the committee. Members were
encouraged to consider taking on the role either
themselves, or together with another family. Upon
discussion there was consensus to keep the booth going
another year if we can find enough workers to fill the
shifts by May 1st when the first payment is due to the
State Fair.

NAEBA UPDATE

Hartkopf reported current North Central Region
representatives are Jade Noble (WI) who replaced Bruce
Krueger (WI) whose term expired in 2024, and Paul
Jaffke (WI) who was appointed to replace Scott Salonek
(MN) who no longer owns elk and was therefore
ineligible to serve the last year of his three-year term.
Jaffke’s appointment is just a one-year term, making
nominations eligible to fill that opening available May 1-
May 31. There was discussion about finding a Minnesota
representative to nominate for that role.

Hartkopf also reported on a number of successful
initiatives throughout the United States and Canada that
NAEBA was a part of. In addition, NAEBA recently
coordinated collecting 973 samples for the first official
CWD Genetically Estimated Breeding Value (GEBV)
testing in elk. Also, NAEBA is in the process of
developing an Al elk knowledge bot called Elk BOT, set
to be released in the spring of 2025. Finally, she
announced NAEBA has two events planned for the
coming months. This year’s March Mingle takes place on
February 28-March 1 near Boise, Idaho. The annual
convention will take place on July 24-26 in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.

OLD BUSINESS

Hartkopf reported work had been completed on updating
the MnEBA web site which is good to go for now. Since
a completely new site was not created due to lack of
funding, the webmaster has advised that MnEBA should
begin saving money to build a new web site sooner than
later due to the old technology the current site was built
with. It was suggested to begin a new fund specifically

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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for updating the web site. The minimum cost for a new
web site will be $10,000.

Mark Luedtke and Paul Anderson reported on the 2024
USAHA Convention. There were fewer overall farmed
cervid representatives in attendance than past years
which was concerning. They spoke of a couple
resolutions not authored by the elk industry, but which
they were involved in discussions with. NAEBA
Executive Director Travis Lowe was the new chair of the
Farmed Cervid Committee and brought forth proactive
speakers supporting positive change.

Dr. Glen Zebarth reported the Elk Research Foundation
is currently funding a study in Utah on two CWD positive
herds. They are working on further research of live
animal testing with both RAMALT and blood, as well as
GEBYV testing. The end result is to better learn how to
keep farmed elk herds dealing with CWD on the
landscape instead of depopulating them.

The 18t MnEBA Charitable Elk hunt was a great
success! James Pfaff, an Air Force veteran from Motley
was this year’s recipient. He was chosen from five
applicants. Hartkopf reported there are already four new
inquiries for the 2025 hunt. She reported James and his
wife Phyllis would be in attendance for the social hour
and evening banquet later that evening. This year’s bull
was purchased from the Dave Luedeke family who also
transported the bull to Baudette. This was the last year
Tony and Patty Beckel will host this hunt as 2024 was
their last year in the business. Aaron Seitz who owns

Annual Conference Fundraising

Cash Donation Fundraiser

Hay Creek Ranch, a preserve that offers a variety of
hunt species, including elk, said he would be willing to
host the 2025 event.

NEW BUSINESS

The board terms for Mark Luedtke and Jerry Campbell
were both up for re-election. President Luedtke called for
nominations. Brian Wagner nominated both Mark
Luedtke and Jerry Campbell. Both accepted their
nominations. Mark Lucas moved to close nominations
and accept both nominations through unanimous ballot.
Jim Byrne seconded, motion carried.

There was discussion about finding a host for the 2025
summer picnic. Several farms were mentioned, those of
which will think about it and get back to a board member
or the office.

Discussion then ensued about the future of the annual
conference being hosted at a hotel with the number of
elk breeders and potential attendees dwindling.
Ultimately, there was consensus to maintain the winter
meeting in January, keep the seminars and keep the
conference at a hotel location until we can no longer
afford to do so.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at
11:36 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary

N

Thank You
\_

MnEBA once again held the MNnEBA Cash Donation Fundraiser this year with winners drawn at the end of the
conference. This funding raises important funds which helps to support MNEBA'’s legislative and legal activities for
the year. Special incentives were offered at specific donation levels. The following 11 members participated in the
cash donation fundraiser that raised a record-setting $4,100 for MNEBA!

GOLD ($500) Eligible to win a Henry Pump Action Octagon Barrel HO03T .22LR

Paul Hueg
Brian Wagner

Greg Lubinski
Glen Zebarth

Luke Luedeke

Aaron Seitz

SILVER ($250) Eligible to win a Stoeger Condor Field Synthetic Stock Over/Under Shotgun 12ga

Jim Byrne

BRONZE ($100)
Paul Hartkopf

Jerry Campbell

Ben Johnson

Darrell Turek

Aaron Seitz won the Henry rifle and Jim Byrne won the Stoeger shotgun which Jim ultimately donated back to
MnEBA. Many thanks to all for your generous support! It is appreciated!

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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MnEBA Live and Silent Auctions

A Big Thank You to All Donors and Buyers!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated, bid, and took
part in this year’s live and silent auctions, as well as the Deal
or No Deal and card raffles. Thanks to your generosity,
nearly $4,000 was raised for MNEBA! Special appreciation to
Mark Lucas for his outstanding work as auctioneer and to
Brian Wagner for his assistance in taking bids.

A big shoutout to Hannah Luedtke, Cooper Thieschafer and
Wade Schimmelpfennig for helping to sell cards for the raffles
and to everyone who purchased the cards. Your support

made the event a great success!

ltem Donor Buyer
Peppi Sticks Bundle MnEBA Jerry Campbell
Elk Wallet Lance & Brenda Hartkopf Jerry Campbell
Elk Notebook Lance & Brenda Hartkopf Jerry Campbell
Elk Drinking Glasses A Brian Wagner Dustin Ebersviller
Elk Drinking Glasses B Brian Wagner Dustin Ebersviller
Elk T-Shirt XXL Brian Wagner Paul Hueg
Elk Handle Knife Lance & Brenda Hartkopf Adam Johnson
Elk Rug Lance & Brenda Hartkopf Ben Johnson
Fire Poker Stick Mark & Lisa Luedtke Ben Johnson
Elk Print Jim & Eileen Byrne Ben Johnson
Pie Raffle 1 MnEBA/Dennis Engebretson Brian Wagner
Pie Raffle 2 MnEBA/Dennis Engebretson Glen Zebarth
Pie Raffle 3 MnEBA/Dennis Engebretson Mark Luedtke
Pie Raffle 4 MnEBA/Dennis Engebretson Gerald Lawler
Pie Raffle 5 MnEBA/Dennis Engebretson Wade Schimmelpfennig
Elk Mouse Pad Lance & Brenda Hartkopf Mark Lucas
Christmas Blend Coffee Beans D.E. Little Sara Luedeke
Chocolate Covered Expresso Beans D.E. Little Sara Luedeke

Set of (4) Elk Wine Glasses w/Wine

Brian Wagner

Mark Luedtke

Hunting Blind

Brian Wagner

Hannah Luedtke

Elk Wooden Box

Lance & Brenda Hartkopf

Paul Hartkopf

Barnwood Bird House Brian Wagner Wade Schimmelpfennig
(6) Elk Sausage Paul & Lynn Hueg Wade Schimmelpfennig
Elk T-shirt XL Brian Wagner Wade Schimmelpfennig
Elk Belt Buckle John Fredrickson Justin Thoennes
Elk Hide Purse John Fredrickson Sheila Turek
Fillet Knife Mark & Michelle Lucas Brian Wagner
Live Bait Cooler Brian Wagner Brian Wagner
Elk Jerky Bundle MnEBA Hayden Lindsley
Elk Crossing Sign Jim & Eileen Byrne Hayden Lindsley
Elk Ahead Sign Jim & Eileen Byrne Hayden Lindsley
Hickory Sticks Bundle MnEBA Donna Wippler

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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2025 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar Recap

A heartfelt thank you to all the sponsors, sellers, and buyers of the 2025 MnEBA Gun
Raffle Calendar! Thanks to your dedication, it was another strong year, with 599
calendars sold, just shy of last year's 611. Your efforts play a crucial role in raising
funds to support MnEBA’s initiatives in the coming year!

e

:
'MnEBA Gun Raff

CALEN

Top Sellers

A special shoutout to our top sellers for their outstanding contributions - Brian
Wagner was the top seller with 124 calendars sold, Paul Hartkopf was the next highest seller with 66 calendars sold
followed closely by Mark Luedtke with 60 sold. Greg Lubinski also sold 56 calendars followed closely by Wade
Schimmelpfennig with 55 calendars sold. As a bonus, Brian Wagner was the lucky winner of the Henry Model
HOO1L Large Loop Lever Action Carbine .22LR rifle incentive prize — congratulations to Brian!

el it NN

Complimentary 2025 MnEBA Memberships Awarded

Seven members earned a complimentary 2025 MnEBA membership by selling 30 or more calendars and returning
stubs and payments before December 31. This list included Brian Wagner, Wade Schimmelpfennig, Paul Hartkopf,
Jerry Campbell, Perry Olson. Greg Lubinski and Mark Luedtke. The dedication of our members was once again
remarkable, with 23 different individuals selling calendars and many others purchasing their own to support MNEBA.
We appreciate each and every one of you - THANK YOU!

Looking Ahead to the 2026 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar

Planning for the 2026 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar is already underway! At the annual conference, there was strong
support for securing business sponsorships for the Bonus Cash Days. Know a business that might be
interested? Contact the office to request a solicitation form!

(@ Have other ideas or feedback for next year’s calendar? Reach out to the office or any board member ASAP!
Thank you to everyone for your continued support — the association could not do this without you!

Spring Coulee < ii
Velvet Capsules
‘ | 2025 MnEBA Scholarship
lmen, W1 5463 Application Now Available!

B o Kalenidi5eatson ell (608) 792-44 The MnEBA scholarship application for 2025 is
Home of Spring ¢ . Fax (608) 526-205 now available! Applicants must be a child,
grandchild or relative of an Active or Lifetime
member. The award applicant must be pursuing
post-secondary education in the Fall 2025/Spring
2026 school year. One scholarship in the amount
of $350 is available. An agriculture-related field of

nd‘,er“ser Index study is preferred but not limited to. Previous

award recipients are not eligible to reapply.

Please contact the MnEBA Office for an
application form at 320-543-2686 or
info@mneba.org. You need to request an
Leedstone ........ccooviiiiiiiiiciiiiiirr e, 15 application to apply. If you know someone who
may have an interest, request the application
form today! The deadline to apply is May 15%.
There will be no extension of this deadline.

Spring Coulee Velvet Capsules ............... 7

ADM Animal Nutrition ........ccovcvvveievvennnes 14

Thank you for your support!

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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Board Meeting Minutes February 3, 2025

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of
Directors held a board meeting via Zoom on Monday,
February 3, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Jerry
Campbell, Brian Wagner, Greg Lubinski, Adam
Johnson and Brenda Hartkopf were present.
President Luedtke called the meeting to order at 8:02
a.m.

Luedtke asked for additions or corrections to the
January 7 and January 27 secretary minutes.
Campbell moved to approve both reports as written,
Lubinski seconded, motion carried. Hartkopf then
reviewed the treasurer’s report in detail. The
checkbook balance for January 31, 2025 was
$51,240.11. Wagner moved to accept the treasurer’s
report, Campbell seconded, motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Hartkopf reported on attendance and fundraising at
the recent annual meeting. Discussed cost of putting
on the annual conference and determined the event is
still paying for itself through conference registrations
and sponsorships. However, with lower attendance
numbers, will need to be careful of any required
minimums in future contracts. Discussed possible
locations for the 2026 event. Hartkopf to secure
proposals from St. Cloud and Alexandria venues to
discuss at the next meeting.

Hartkopf reported 599 calendars were sold for the
2025 MnEBA Gun Calendar Raffle. This number
compares to 611 calendars sold for the 2024
calendar. Brian Wagner was the high seller with 124
calendars sold followed by Paul Hartkopf with 66 sold
and Mark Luedtke with 60 calendars sold. Seven
members earned complimentary 2025 memberships.
Discussed soliciting businesses to take part in
sponsoring the Bonus Cash Days for the 2026
calendar. Hartkopf was asked to develop a solicitation
sheet containing the details for review at the next
meeting.

Had discussion about SF553 and SF659 which were
recently heard in the Senate Agriculture, Veterans,
Broadband and Rural Development Committee. Tony
is working to meet with Republican leaders in the
House to find authors for the data privacy and deed
language changes MnEBA is seeking. In addition,
Hartkopf reported on a recent data request she made
of all premises who raise elk in Minnesota. She was
given a list with only coordinate locations of each
premise and is working to identify each one.

Continued discussion about moving some of
MnEBA'’s funds to a bank in the St. Cloud area that
donates $1,000/year to non-profit accounts. Luedtke
still working to collect information on questions from
the previous meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Election of officers was held. Vice President Lubinski
called for nominations for President. Wagner
nominated Luedtke, seconded by Campbell. Luedtke
accepted the nomination. Motion carried. President
Luedtke called for nominations for Vice President.
Lubinski nominated Johnson, Wagner seconded.
Johnson accepted the nomination. Motion carried.
Luedtke called for nominations for
Secretary/Treasurer. Lubinski nominated Wagner,
Campbell seconded. Wagner accepted the
nomination. Motion carried.

Board discussed working on the State Fair schedule
to make sure enough help was found to man the
booth for all shifts prior to May 15t just before the first
payment is due. Johnson felt there needed to be
additional revenue to keep the booth going. He
suggested MnEBA sell t-shirts also. Johnson to
explore possible designs and costs and report back at
the next meeting. Johnson will also look into the
possibility of cutting our own dog chews to decrease
the expense of purchased product for dog chew
sales. Hartkopf to send him past numbers of chews sold.

Luedtke reported that Roger & Saichon Nietfeld have
offered to host the 2025 Summer Picnic on July 19 if
no one else has stepped up to volunteer. Board was

happy to accept that offer and made it official.

Discussed possible details for the 2025 MnEBA
Charitable Elk Hunt as Aaron Seitz of Hay Creek
Ranch near Tenstrike has indicated a willingness to
host this year’s hunt. Wagner to work on details with
Aaron and report back at the next meeting. Hartkopf
reported there were already six new possible
applicants for this year’s hunt, not including past
applicants who were not chosen in prior years. Board
made the decision to only consider past applicants if
they have a connection to a current MNEBA member
and reapply.

The next board meeting was scheduled for Monday,
February 24 at 8:00 a.m. via Zoom. Wagner moved to
adjourn, Lubinski seconded, motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 10:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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Board Meeting Minutes January 27, 2025

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of
Directors held a board meeting via Zoom on Monday,
January 27, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Jerry
Campbell, Brian Wagner, Greg Lubinski and Brenda
Hartkopf were present. Adam Johnson was a little late
joining the meeting and Jim Byrne also joined later in
the meeting as a guest. President Luedtke called the
meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.

Mark reviewed current legislative initiatives by MnEBA
and his efforts to keep the Board of Animal up to date
with what those initiatives are. He went on to update
the board on a conversation he had with
Representative Isaac Schultz regarding ongoing
issues at the legislature. It was also noted the deer
breeder’s lobbyist has verbally stated the deer
breeders would support MNEBA'’s legislative initiatives
regarding data privacy and deed language.

Adam Johnson joined the meeting as discussion
ensued about SF553. The consensus was to hold any
bills MnEBA has about removing the physical barrier
language, let SF553 begin to play out in the Senate,
then reevaluate as needed. Jim Byrne joined the
meeting at the end of that discussion.

A testimony letter for SF553 which was vetted through
our lobbyist and also the Government Relations
committee was then reviewed by the board. Wagner
moved to send the letter, Lubinski seconded, motion
carried. Hartkopf to send letter as MnEBA’s written
testimony for SF533 which is scheduled to be heard
in the Senate Agriculture, Veterans, Broadband and
Rural Development Committee on Wednesday,
January 29.

The next board meeting was scheduled for Monday,
February 3 at 8 a.m. via Zoom for election of officers
and other regular items of business.

Campbell moved to adjourn the meeting, Lubinski
seconded, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:38 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes January 7, 2025

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of
Directors held a board meeting via Zoom on Tuesday,
January 7, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Jerry
Campbell, Brian Wagner, Adam Johnson and Brenda
Hartkopf were present. Tony Kwilas was a guest.
Greg Lubinski joined later on in the meeting. President
Luedtke called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.

Tony began by updating the board on the expected

historic start to the session set to begin on January
14. Unusual circumstances occurring after the
election have greatly impacted party majority for
leadership in both the House and Senate, resulting in
expected disfunction particularly in the Minnesota
House early in the session. Greg Lubinski joined the
meeting during this discussion.

Discussed MnEBA'’s four main goals for legislative
change and the advantages of breaking them into
smaller bills. Ultimately Tony was instructed to divide
them however he believed would be most
advantageous to successfully passing any of the four
initiatives. The initial thought is to have three bills;
data privacy by itself, removing the deed requirement
by itself, and restoring elk importation and eliminating
elk from the physical barrier requirement together in
their own bill. Tony will work to have jackets made for
the bills and also to secure authors and support in the
Senate and House when it becomes functional. Tony
then left the call.

President Luedtke called for additions or corrections
to both the October 27 and November 22 board
meeting minutes. Wagner moved to accept both
reports as written, Lubinski seconded, motion carried.

Hartkopf provided updates on expected annual
conference attendance numbers as well as updated
fundraising information.

Hartkopf reported there were 440 stubs and money
returned by December 31 for the MNnEBA Gun Raffle
Calendar. There were seven members who earned a
complimentary membership for turning in 30 or more
stubs and money by December 31.

Discussed response from Farm Bureau about a quote
for moving MnEBA's insurance from the current
carrier to Farm Bureau. Farm Bureau has responded
MnEBA'’s current premiums are as good as they can
be in today’s market. All agreed to stay with the
current carrier.

President Luedtke discussed possibly moving
MnEBA’s banking account to Stearns County Bank
which offers non-profit associations $1,000/year to
have an account with them. Discussed the pros and
cons of long-distance banking. One concern was if
there needs to be a minimum balance on the account
to receive the donation. Luedtke to seek that answer
and report back to the board.

Wagner moved to adjourn the meeting, Lubinski
seconded, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org



Page 10 January/Febhruary/March 2025

- August 21 — Labor Day September 1, 2025

MINNESOTA STATE FAIR -

COMMITMENTS by MNnEBA Members Needed to Continue the
MnEBA Booth at the Minnesota State Fair

Your Response Needed by May 1st!

MnEBA was excited to once again maintain a booth at the Minnesota State Fair last year, using this opportunity to
educate the public on the benefits of raising elk, promote elk products, and continue to build relationships with
fairgoers and regulatory officials. It has long been a key event for the association, and all agree it's something worth
continuing if possible.

However, declining membership numbers, a robust trophy bull market and concerns about personal safety have
made it increasingly difficult to staff the booth. As a result, volunteer numbers have slowly declined, putting our
continued presence at the fair at risk.

This year, MnEBA is at another crossroads. If we do not find enough volunteers to cover all shifts, we will have to
give up our booth at the fair, a decision that would be extremely difficult to reverse in the future. This year’s
Minnesota State Fair runs from Thursday, August 21 — Monday, September 1, and requires 24 shifts, each with
two volunteers (48 total spots).

Shift times are: Morning Shift: 8:00 AM — 2:00 PM
Afternoon Shift: 2:00 PM — 9:00 PM

Additionally, we need new leadership for the booth. Longtime chairmen Paul Hueg and Greg Lubinski stepped down
as co-chairs a year ago. We have been without a State Fair chairperson ever since. MnEBA is willing to guide new
leaders and assist with setup. Paul has offered to once again help set up the booth and also to work the last shift
and take down the booth. Consider volunteering your family or bring on another family to join you to chair the
committee this year.

May 1st Deadline!
To continue MNEBA'’s presence at the fair, we need a firm commitment from members willing to volunteer for
open shifts. If you value MnEBA's presence at the fair and can contribute your time, please reach out to the office at:

Phone: 320-543-2686
Email: info@mneba.org
Text: 320-282-3241 May 1st Deadline!

Please specify how many shifts you can take, whether on
weekdays, weekends, or both. If we do not have enough volunteers
by May 1, 2025, we will unfortunately have to discontinue the
booth. Vendor payments are due in early May, making this deadline
critical.

To continue MNnEBA’s presence at the
fair, we need a firm commitment from
members willing to volunteer for open
shifts. If you value MNEBA'’s presence at
the fair and can contribute your time,

[ h out to the office by May 15t
The board sincerely hopes we can continue this tradition, but we piease reach out o the office by Vay

need significant support to man the booth. Please consider what at

you can do to help and contact MNEBA as soon as possible to Phone: 320-543-2686
select your day(s) and how many shifts you are willing to Email: info@mneba.org
commiit to for both weekday and/or weekend shifts. Text: 320-282-3241

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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Board Blog by Greg Lubinski, Board Member
Hello all,

As | look out the window today, the 17" of February, | see a light covering of snow. Not much
snow since we haven’t had much of any until February. Some would say that is glorious, but
not if you are feeding animals with a track skid loader on rough frozen ground. | can walk faster
than the loader. My liver and my teeth do not like non-snow covered ground. If | can foretell

™ what the future is, | believe it would be that | will be leaving for Mexico in February next year.

~ Anyhow, I've only had one waterer freeze up, unlike my friend Chad Lawler in North Dakota
where his waterers are frozen solid and it's been averaging -22 up there. We won't talk about
the wind.

Hopefully spring comes early and we get to see a lot of calves on the ground. Hope to see you at the summer
picnic. It would be nice to see everyone.

So from the frozen tundra, | bid you goodbye with chattering teeth and frozen toes!

Yours truly,
Greg Lubinski

Legisiative Update

“Unprecedented” continues to be the theme of this year’s legislative session. An
agreement reached between House Democrats and Republicans eventually
brought House Democrats back to the Capitol after refusing to begin work at the

Capitol the first three and half weeks of the session. Animosity between both i il |

. B e icina
parties is extremely high and compromise is difficult. S

Work in the Senate has been ongoing since the beginning of the session as evidenced by two bills regarding farmed
cervidae that were heard in the Senate Agriculture, Veterans, Broadband and Rural Development Committee on
February 3. SF 553 authored by Senator Wesenberg, seeks to remove the physical barrier requirement for all
farmed cervidae, and seeks to remove language that allows the DNR to seize and destroy animals at a facility. After
discussion, SF 533 was amended to read, “Perimeter fences must also prevent physical contact between farmed
Cervidae and free-roaming Cervidae, but only at facilities where the state has paid the costs of fence installation to
meet this requirement.” After the amendment passed, the bill was re-referred to the Environment, Climate and
Legacy committee where it is awaiting a hearing.

Also on February 3, the Senate Agriculture, Veterans, Broadband and Rural Development Committee heard SF 659
which would transfer back oversight of farmed deer to the Board of Animal Health. This bill was also re-referred to
the Environment, Climate and Legacy committee where it is awaiting a hearing.

In the House, HF 40 authored by Representative Burkel, has been referred to the Committee on Agriculture,
Finance and Policy where it is awaiting a hearing. This bill also seeks to remove the physical contact fencing
language. It is not, however, a companion bill to SF 553.

Our lobbyist continues to lobby for and monitor the above-mentioned fencing provisions. He is also working on a bill
to reinstate farmed cervidae data privacy which is expected to be introduced in coming days in the House.

Work is also ongoing to remove the property deed language passed in 2023 where a CWD detection on a cervid
farm would be added to the owner’s property deed for a period of ten years. Meetings with various real estate
groups have been necessary to prepare to introduce this bill.

In summary, there is a lot of uncertainty on new policy language moving forward this year. Issues MNEBA wanted to
address have either already been introduced, or are in process. Members will be updated as things progress.

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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m DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES
Chronic wasting disease confirmed in wild deer in 2 new Minnesota
deer permit areas in Clay and Hennepin Counties

January 27, 2025 - Two adult male deer harvested during the firearms season tested positive for chronic wasting
disease (CWD) in two deer permit areas (DPAs) where the disease had not previously been detected. One deer
was harvested in DPA 266 near Hawley in Clay County, and the other in DPA 701 near Greenfield in Hennepin
County. The hunters submitted tissue samples through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR)
partner sampling program, which primarily involves taxidermists. Erik Hildebrand, the DNR’s wildlife health
supervisor, emphasized the importance of continued disease surveillance, as these detections indicate potential
new areas of CWD prevalence.

The closest previously confirmed CWD-positive wild deer to the DPA 701 case was found 31 miles away in DPA
605, while the DPA 266 case was 54 miles from a prior detection near Climax, Minnesota. In response, the
Minnesota DNR will follow its CWD response plan, which includes three consecutive years of testing to assess
disease prevalence in the affected areas. Management actions to mitigate the spread may include carcass
movement restrictions, bans on deer feeding and attractants, and increased hunting opportunities with higher bag
limits. Additional measures, such as establishing a new CWD management zone and targeted culling, may be
implemented later in the year.

CWD is a fatal neurological disease that affects white-tailed deer, moose, and elk, with no known cure. The
Minnesota DNR provides ongoing updates on CWD test results through its website and directly notifies hunters of
any positive cases. The disease has been detected in more than two-thirds of U.S. states, and the DNR continues
efforts to monitor and limit its spread to protect Minnesota’s white-tailed deer population. More information on CWD
and the DNR’s management strategies is available on the agency’s website.

Full Press Release: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2025/01/27/chronic-wasting-disease-confirmed-wild-deer-2-
new-minnesota-deer-permit-areas

Northeast Minnesota elk restoration planning underway

January 23, 2025 - The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa, in partnership with other Tribal entities, local governments, and stakeholders, have launched
public engagement efforts for the Northeast Omashkooz (elk) Restoration and Management Plan. This initiative
follows the Minnesota Legislature’s 2023 directive and funding to restore elk to the Fond du Lac Reservation and the
surrounding 1854 Ceded Territory. The Bois Forte and Grand Portage Bands of Lake Superior Chippewa, which
retain treaty rights in the region, are also involved in the project. The plan calls for relocating 100-150 elk from
northwest Minnesota in small increments over several years while ensuring the sustainability of existing herds in the
northwest.

An elk coordination team, including representatives from Tribal, state, county, and federal agencies, is overseeing
the planning and implementation. The first elk releases in northeast Minnesota are scheduled for spring 2026, with
relocations continuing until a self-sustaining herd is established. To prevent negative impacts on the northwest
herds, only a sustainable number of elk will be moved each year, and state elk harvest levels will be managed
accordingly. Fond du Lac wildlife program manager Mike Schrage emphasized that the project is about restoring a
native species, providing future hunting and viewing opportunities, and ensuring elk adaptability to climate changes.

Public input will help shape the restoration plan, with a comment period open from Jan. 23 to Feb. 28. The DNR and
Fond du Lac Band will host an online public meeting on Feb. 10 and an in-person meeting on Feb. 13 at Fond du
Lac Tribal and Community College. People can also submit feedback via an online questionnaire or email. A draft of
the restoration plan will be available for public comment later in the year before finalization. More details, along with
the option to sign up for the DNR’s Elk Notes newsletter, can be found on the DNR elk management webpage.

Full Press Release: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2025/01/23/northeast-minnesota-elk-restoration-planning-
underway

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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Chronic wasting disease reaches endemic stage in 3 southeast
Minnesota deer permit areas, DNR adjusts management strategy per
CWD response plan

January 8, 2025 - The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is discontinuing targeted culling in deer
permit areas 646, 647, and 648 in the southeast corner of the state, where chronic wasting disease (CWD) has
reached the endemic stage. Research indicates that when CWD prevalence exceeds 5%, culling is no longer
effective in reducing disease spread. As a result, the DNR will shift its management strategy to other tools aimed at
containing the disease within the endemic zone while preventing its spread to new areas. This decision aligns with
the DNR’s CWD surveillance and management plan, which was first developed in 2019 and updated in July 2024.

Despite the shift away from targeted culling in these areas, hunters and landowners can still play a critical role in
managing CWD by increasing antlerless deer harvests, following carcass movement restrictions, complying with
feeding and attractant bans, and participating in additional hunting opportunities. Outside the endemic zones, the
DNR will continue early detection efforts and implement aggressive measures such as culling where it remains
effective. Wildlife Health Program Supervisor Michelle Carstensen emphasized that while rising CWD prevalence is
concerning, Minnesota's rates remain lower than those in neighboring states, and efforts to minimize its impact are
ongoing.

Targeted culling has been used to remove CWD-positive deer, focus on infected social groups, and reduce local
deer densities. However, its success depends on landowner-granted access to deer populations, making broad
implementation challenging. The DNR continues to encourage landowners to support CWD management by
allowing access to their land. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services assists in culling operations on
public lands and private lands where permission is granted. More information on CWD and the DNR’s response plan
is available online.

Full Press Release: https.//www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2025/01/08/chronic-wasting-disease-reaches-endemic-
stage-3-southeast-minnesota-deer-permit-areas-dnr-adjusts-management-strategy-cwd

CWD confirmed in a wild deer near Wheaton in western Minnesota

December 12, 2024 - A deer harvested near Wheaton in western Minnesota during the opening weekend of
firearms season has tested positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD). This adult male deer was taken from deer
permit area (DPA) 271 along the Minnesota-South Dakota border, where no previous cases of CWD had been
detected in wild deer. The discovery marks the first known case in DPA 271 and nearby areas, including the eastern
South Dakota border. Erik Hildebrand, wildlife health supervisor with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), emphasized the importance of disease surveillance and voluntary hunter testing across the state.

In response, the Minnesota DNR will implement its CWD response plan, requiring three years of consecutive testing
to assess the disease's prevalence in DPA 271 and surrounding areas. The agency will also collaborate with the
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks and the North Dakota Game and Fish Department to coordinate surveillance
and management efforts. The DNR has several measures to mitigate CWD spread, such as carcass movement
restrictions, bans on deer feeding and attractants, and potential increased hunting opportunities in affected areas.

Although DPA 271 will not be included in the CWD late-season management hunt scheduled for Dec. 20-22, the
DNR acknowledges that the infected deer was harvested during the breeding season, a time when deer travel long
distances. To determine whether additional deer removal is necessary, the agency will conduct further surveillance
in fall 2025. These efforts aim to monitor the spread of CWD and inform future management decisions in the region.

Full Press Release: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2024/12/12/cwd-confirmed-wild-deer-near-wheaton-
western-minnesota

To monitor and pinpoint where CWD positive wild deer have been located in Minnesota, go to the
DNR web site at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwdcheck/index.html. There is an interactive
map at the bottom of the page that shows reported locations. This page is updated regularly.

Minnesota Elk Breeders Association www.mneba.org
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MnEBA Kitchen

Who doesn’t love a good pizza burger? Try the recipe below for a quick dinner idea!

: fecipe
Elk Pizza Burgers %
1 small onion, diced 1 tsp. garlic powder
4 English muffins 1 tsp. salt
1 Tbsp. olive oil Ya tsp. pepper
1 Ib. elk burger 1 cup pizza or marinara sauce
2 tsp. Italian seasoning 1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese

Place oven rack 6 inches below the broiling element and heat the oven to 350 degrees. Cut four English muffins in
half. Place cut-side up on a baking sheet. Toast in the oven until lightly browned, about 5 minutes. Set aside and
turn oven to broil.

While toasting the muffin halves, heat olive oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add the diced onion and cook
until softened, about 5 minutes. Add the elk burger and seasonings. Cook until browned and beginning to crisp, 7-10
minutes. Stir in one cup pizza or marinara sauce and cook until slightly thickened, 3-5 minutes.

Divide burger mixture and place evenly on top of the eight muffin halves. Sprinkle each with shredded mozzarella
cheese. Place the baking sheet under the broiler until the cheese has melted, 1-2 minutes.

Recipe Note: The burger mixture can be made a day in advance and refrigerated in an airtight container. Reheat
before assembling the burgers.

Take your elk
management to the
next level—ask us
about Rack Plus
custom feed solutions
that deliver results!

/Nr,J{I
BIZEN T

i

For more info, contact Tro°y Bjorge
AN_DeerHelp@adm.com - wwwADMAnlm Nutrit
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Vet Gorner oy Glen Zebarth, DVM

Researchers from the University of Minnesota recently published a paper in Prev Vet Med 2024 November 20 on
biosecurity research done in 2019. Implementing biosecurity measures is one way to safeguard your herd. Work
also continues on GEBYV testing for CWD resistance in elk which is another tool that may be available soon.

Use of Biosecurity Practices to Prevent Chronic Wasting Disease in Minnesota Cervid Herds

This study examined biosecurity practices related to chronic wasting disease (CWD) in farmed deer, elk, and
reindeer herds in Minnesota in 2019. Researchers surveyed 136 cervid producers to understand herd
demographics, management, and disease prevention strategies. Most producers (63.2%) raised deer, while 36.8%
raised elk or reindeer. The study analyzed CWD risks based on herd size and location, finding that 40.4% of
producers introduced new animals in the past three years, though other direct contacts were minimal. However,
larger elk and reindeer herds had more practices that could lead to indirect contact with other farmed cervids, such
as sharing vehicles or trailers previously used to transport live or deceased cervids.

In terms of CWD risks from wild deer, direct contact was rare, but there were still concerns. About 9.6% of
producers reported farmed cervids escaping in the past three years, and 0.7% had wild white-tailed deer inside their
enclosures. Additionally, 24.3% observed wild deer near perimeter fences in the last year. Some farms (14.3% of
deer herds and 30% of elk herds) reported that wild deer could access stored hay or silage, a possible route for
disease spread. Similar exposure risks were noted when comparing small and large herds.

The study also found that 20.1% of producers had brought hunted cervid carcasses onto their properties, another
potential indirect pathway for CWD transmission. Overall, both farmed and wild cervids posed contact risks, with
exposure levels varying by herd species and size. Understanding these differences will help improve biosecurity
strategies to reduce CWD transmission risks in Minnesota's farmed cervid populations.

Full Study Article: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S01675877240027 1X?via%3Dihub
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Leedsto”n‘e‘@

Family & veterinarian owned since 1994.

MINIMIZE PARASITES IN YOUR ANIMALS!

Find the right pour-on to reduce Gl roundworms, lungworms & other harmful parasites.

3 Cydectin Eprinex Eprizero

Longer lasting; ID treatment ) ﬁ Weatherproof; unaffected by ﬁ Same active ingredient as Eprinex;

4 with purple color. temperature extremes. use in varying weather conditions,
including rain.

More Ivomec & lvermectin pour-ons are here too.*

Keep your elk growing and healthy.
Visit Leedstone.com or call 877.608.3877 to order!

Melrose, MN 56352 Glencoe, MN 55336 Plainview, MN 55964 Menomonie, WI 54751 *See vour veterinarian for direction when developing a
222 County Road 173 SE 2580 9th Street E 24260 County Road 27 1720 Freitag Drive ouzon ey A ping
800.996.3303 877.864.5575 800.548.2540 866.467.4717 P prog y :
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March 1, 2025 — NAEBA March Mingle, Courtyard Marriott Boise West, Meridian, 1D
July 19, 2025 — MnEBA Summer Picnic, Elk Forever Genetics, Melrose, MN

Minnesota Elk Breeders
Association

9086 Keats Avenue SW

Howard Lake, MN 55349 July 24-26, 2025 — NAEBA Annual Convention & International Antler Competition,
Best Western Plus Ramkota Hotel, Sioux Falls, SD
PHONE: August 21-Septmber 1, 2025 — Minnesota State Fair, St. Paul, MN

320-543-2686
March 7, 2026 — NAEBA March Mingle, Embassy Suites, Blue Ash, OH

FAX:
320-543-2983 Classified Ads
E-MAIL: For Sale: (10) gates, have both 12’ and 16’ wide sizes. Also for sale, a deer chute,
info@mneba.org $1,500 or best offer. Call Ted Mehrkens, 507-843-5636.
OFFICE HOURS ngrtw?rl: e,36\1IIzt_azl)’lzs(r;lg?)t??animals, trophy bulls, breeding stock or whole herds. Brian
8:30 -11:30 a.m. ’ '
Mondays, Tuesdays & Wanted: Wapiti Labs is buying hard antler. Best prices on 2” diameter and larger. Call
Thursdays 651-237-4051 for more information.
MINNESOTA ELK
BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

9086 Keats Avenue SW
Howard Lake, MN 55349
320-543-2686
info@mneba.org
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