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President’s Message by Mark Luedtke 
 
                                                               

                                 Hello everyone! Hope everyone and your family are doing well.  
                                 Spring is gone, and summer is here; the fear I had about being dry at 
                                 my place is also gone. It appears the water table in my immediate 
                                 area has recovered, and we recently have been getting consistent  
                                 rain. As much as I would like to see things dry a little and firm up the 
                                 ground, I hope it doesn’t go like last year and stop completely with a  
                                 slow transition to dust. 
 
                                 As we transition into June, the bulls are well into growing their new  
                                 set of antlers and the calves are being born. I hope both turn out to 
be as well as can be hoped for and everything is as you planned. 
 
Isn’t it hard to believe we spend months waiting for summer, only to have summer come 
and be so overwhelming that I for one, almost immediately fall behind with a list that 
continues to grow faster than it shrinks. In my life, there appears to be a similarity between 
summer and taking vacation from work. The amount of effort before the event to be 
prepared and the amount of effort to try and catch up after the event takes some of the fun 
out of the event. None of the negative side effects for either vacation or summer would 
ever be strong enough to justify foregoing the event, but I would also think that I would get 
better at either preparing or just dealing with it, but unfortunately, I don’t seem to have that 
figured out yet. 
 
I wish you all the best, stay safe, stay healthy and enjoy the summer. Hope to see you all 
at the summer picnic. 
 
Mark 
 

 

April / May / June ‘24 

Volume 28, Issue 2       MnEBA News 

                    Make Plans to Attend! 

2024 MnEBA Summer Picnic    
Saturday, June 22, 2024 

 

Hosted By 
Elkoholics Elk Ranch ~ Dave & Kelly Luedeke 

7800 Cty Rd 14 NE, Miltona, MN 56354 
218-639-9340 

 

LUNCH BEGINS AT NOON  
Bring a dish to pass! 

 

A Noon meal is being planned followed by the  
MnEBA summer meeting and farm tour.   
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MnEBA News is a bimonthly 
publication of the Minnesota 
Elk Breeders Association.  It is 
mailed out on the first day of 
February, April, June, August, 
October, and December.  
Deadline for information, 
articles, and advertisements is 
the 15th of the preceding 
month. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President 
Mark Luedtke 
(320) 630-5419 
 
Vice President 
Greg Lubinski 
(507) 273-0525 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Brian Wagner 
(612) 366-5078 
 
Director 
Jerry Campbell 
(218) 820-5515 
 
Director 
Adam Johnson 
(320) 815-0341 
 
Executive Secretary 
to the Board 
Brenda Hartkopf 
(320) 543-2686 

MnEBA  
Mission Statement 
The Minnesota Elk Breeders 

Association represents a 
unified voice that 

strengthens the Elk farming 
industry in Minnesota by 

creating awareness about 
Elk production and 

promotion and consumption 
of Elk products. 

2024 Velvet Update 

 

Be Aware of These Concerns When Harvesting Velvet Antler 
 

Over the last couple years, quality on velvet cutting has slightly been pushed 
on the overgrown side. Also, a concern on how the actual cut is made has 
created a problem with processing the antler. 
 
Some are cutting from two sides, and this creates an uneven cut at the antler 
base. A part of processing is the cut end of the antler is heat seared on a hot 
plate to prevent blood loss. If the cut is not straight, it must be cut again 
causing a loss of a few ounces. This multiplied by 500 antlers equals 100 
pounds. I have been told to watch for both of these issues. 
 
Another possible issue is for the last few years green antler has not been 
allowed into China and has been dried first in Calgary, Canada. CFIA has 
been requiring each Canadian stick to be ID tagged for 
traceback purposes. U.S. antler is all shipped into Calgary for processing and 
in the past just blended with Canadian antler. As of this email, complete 
direction has not been given that we need to identify each stick. 
 
I would suggest bulls cut between now and then be labeled with their tag 
number, as it will be a problem after the fact. I have been told this question will 
be answered and a solid price will be in place by June 3rd, though the 
reference was made, "not likely less than last year." 
 
Scott Salonek, 612-850-8684 

________________________________ 
 

Farmed Cervidae Fencing Plan Form 
 

As everyone is now aware, all farmed cervidae facilities in Minnesota are 
required to have “exclusionary fencing” in place by this coming September 1st.   
 
Exclusionary fencing requirement §35.155. Subd. 4., effective September 
1, 2024 Farmed Cervidae must be confined in a manner designed to prevent 
escape. All perimeter fences for farmed Cervidae must be at least 96 inches in 
height and be constructed and maintained in a way that prevents the escape 
of farmed Cervidae, entry into the premises by free-roaming Cervidae, and 
physical contact between farmed Cervidae and free roaming Cervidae. The 
Board of Animal Health or commissioner of natural resources may determine 
whether the construction and maintenance of fencing is adequate to prevent 
physical contact or escape under this subdivision and may compel corrective 
action when fencing is determined to be inadequate. 
 
If you have not done so already, the BAH is asking that all farmed cervid 
facilities (excluding facilities containing whitetail deer which is now 
under DNR oversite) complete the Farmed Cervidae Fencing Plan Form 
found at https://www.bah.state.mn.us/media/Farmed-Cervidae-Fencing-Plan-
Form.pdf or by contacting your local BAH inspector. Completion of the form 
does not guarantee the fencing plan will pass inspection. All forms will be 
reviewed by BAH to determine whether the plan will satisfy statutory 
requirements for exclusionary fencing.  
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Board Meeting Minutes May 18, 2024
 

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of 
Directors held a meeting via Zoom on Saturday, May 
18, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Greg Lubinski, 
Brian Wagner, Jerry Campbell, Adam Johnson and 
Brenda Hartkopf were present. Tony Kwilas was a 
guest. President Luedtke called the meeting to order 
at 8:02 a.m.  
 
Kwilas reported the 2024 legislative session is set to 
end on May 20. Both the Agriculture and Environment 
Omnibus bills have made it through conference 
committee and are expected to be processed before 
the end of session. Nothing pertaining to farmed 
cervidae is contained in either bill, however there is 
some taxidermy language pertaining to how cervid 
parts are disposed of in the environment bill. Tony left 
the call at 8:15. 
 
Luedtke asked for changes or additions to the March 
4 and April 4 secretary minutes. Wagner moved to 
accept both reports, Lubinski seconded, motion 
carried. Decision was made to forego the treasurer’s 
report as each line item would be discussed in detail 
during the budget discussion later in the meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Hartkopf reported the court date for the Minnesota 
Deer Farmers Association lawsuit has been 
scheduled for July 2 at the federal courthouse in 
downtown Minneapolis.   
 
Hartkopf reported enough members committed to 
work shifts in the MnEBA booth at the State Fair to 
move forward with having a booth this year. A small 
group of volunteers will get together soon to discuss 
booth set-up. State Fair officials have approved the 
sale of three separate velvet antler pet products in the 
booth, but Wapiti Labs is recommending trying just 
one product for this year. 
 
The web site committee reported there were three 
proposals submitted for the MnEBA web site update 
and the committee recommended accepting the 
Moxie Creative proposal. The yearly hosting fee was 
more affordable than on the other bids which set it 
apart. After discussion, Wagner moved to go with the 
Moxie Creative proposal, Lubinski seconded, motion 
carried.  
 

Last month Johnson and Luedtke manned a MnEBA 
booth at the State FFA Convention. Johnson made an  

Instagram page ahead of time and handed out cards  
 

 

to see how many new followers would come from 
hearing about elk farming at the FFA convention. He 
reported eight new followers from 80 cards handed 
out. While they had mixed feelings about the success 
of the booth at this event, they both thought it would 
be good to have a booth again next year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discussed the 2024 MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt. 
Wagner reported he was able to find a bull for this 
year’s hunt. There was a question if the hunt could 
take place the last week of August so the seller of the 
bull does not have to hold the bull so long over rut. 
Hartkopf to check with the Beckel’s to see if this is an 
option.   
 
Board then went through the budget line by line to 
develop a budget for the new fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2024. A few recommendations came from 
these discussions:  
 

1. Get association insurance quote from Wade Scott 
with Farm Bureau  
2. Consider offering the opportunity to sponsor Bonus 
Cash days on the gun raffle calendar 
3. Request the gun list for the 2025 MnEBA Gun 
Raffle calendar. Consider sending higher 
downpayment. 
4. Use Henry .22 rifle from the 2024 gun raffle 
calendar that was traded back for the cash option for 
the Gold Sponsor prize on the Cash Donation 
Fundraiser at the 2025 MnEBA Annual Conference 
 
Hartkopf to input numbers into budget spreadsheet 
then distribute to the Board via email for consideration 
at the next board meeting in mid-July. Meeting 
adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Advertiser Index 
 

ADM Animal Nutrition 
   Page 5 
 

Spring Coulee Velvet Capsules 
   Page 5 

 

Leedstone 
   Page 8 
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Board Meeting Minutes April 4, 2024 
 

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of 
Directors held a meeting via Zoom on Thursday, April 
4, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Greg Lubinski, 
Brian Wagner, Adam Johnson and Brenda Hartkopf 
were present. President Luedtke called the meeting to 
order at 8:03 a.m.  
 
Discussed if there was enough help to move forward 
with the MnEBA booth at the State Fair and Hartkopf 
reported that there are enough commitments to move 
forward. Wapiti Labs has requested three elk velvet 
pet products be added to the sale inventory at the 
booth to promote velvet antler products. Board agreed 
to make the request to the State Fair to see if these 
products can be added as sale items in the booth. 
Luedtke asked Hartkopf to make sure any unsold 
products can be returned to Wapiti Labs at cost.  
 
Hartkopf reported that no one has stepped up to chair 
the State Fair booth. Several members volunteered to 
help set up and will be contacted to assist Hartkopf to 
set up the booth prior to the start of the fair. 
 
Board discussed offering a veteran hunt again this 
year and that it may be more difficult to find a location 
and/or a bull this year. Wagner will work to secure a 
bull. Board to consider possible locations for this 
year’s hunt. 
 
The next board meeting will be a budget meeting 
sometime in May. Hartkopf to follow up to set the 
date. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 
 
 
Board Meeting Minutes March 4, 2024 
 

The Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Board of 
Directors held a meeting via Zoom on Monday March 
4, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. Mark Luedtke, Greg Lubinski, 
Brian Wagner, Jerry Campbell, Adam Johnson and 
Brenda Hartkopf were present. Tony Kwilas was a 
guest. President Luedtke called the meeting to order 
at 8:01 a.m. and asked that in the interest of time, the 
meeting begin with an update from Tony.    
 
Tony reported that the revisor has been working with 
the BAH and DNR on a bill that the revisor is needing 
to help better define the separation of oversight 
between farmed whitetail deer with the DNR and  

 
 

oversight of all other farmed cervid species with the 
BAH. However, there is hesitancy by the chairs of 
both House and Senate committees to hear it but 
Tony will continue to monitor. Tony is working to try to 
get MnEBA’s bill introduced regarding removing elk 
premises from the exclusionary fencing requirement, 
removing the requirement to place a CWD detection 
on a farmed cervidae premises on the real estate 
deed and allowing elk importation. Tony to follow up 
with Senator Putnam on this.  
 
There were some questions about the deer breeders 
adding the removal of the exclusionary fencing 
requirement in their ongoing lawsuit and how that 
could impact the requirement for all cervid species. 
Hartkopf to follow up on this. Tony then left the 
meeting.  
 
President Luedtke asked for adjustments to the 
agenda. None were offered. He then went on to ask 
for corrections or additions to the January 26 board 
meeting minutes as previously distributed. Lubinski 
moved to approve, Campbell seconded, motion 
carried.  
 
The treasurer’s report was then reviewed. The March 
1, 2024 checkbook balance was $52,766.64. 
Campbell moved to accept the treasurer’s report, 
Wagner seconded, motion carried.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Discussed ongoing work to solicit more member 
assistance with the State Fair booth. Hartkopf 
reported the commitments were slow to come in, but 
that a few members who haven’t worked for awhile 
have said they would help. Hartkopf to continue to 
send regular e-blasts through April 1. Board will make 
the decision to move forward or discontinue the booth 
after that time. 
 
Hartkopf reported the web site project is currently out 
for bids which are due by March 20. The committee is 
working to keep the project as reasonable as 
possible. 
 
Hartkopf reported that membership renewals have 
been strong and that only five members have not sent 
payment in as of yet. She expects most of those to 
renew. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Board reviewed several proposals for hosting the 
2025 MnEBA Annual Conference. The proposal from  
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March 4, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes continued: 
 

the Holiday Inn & Suites in St. Cloud was chosen for 
the weekend of January 10-11. Because of rising food 
prices, the board raised the registration price to $95. 
 
Briefly discussed plans for the 2025 MnEBA Gun 
Raffle Calendar. It was discussed that it should be 
made more obvious that gun winners can trade in the 
value of the gun they win for other store merchandise, 
including other firearms. 
 
The FFA Career Connections event will be taking 
place Monday April 22 from 7:30am – 12:30pm. 
MnEBA has budgeted funds to attend. Mark and 
Adam volunteered to man the booth. Hartkopf to set 
the booth up the evening before. 
 
It was noted the board will need to meet sometime in 
May to set the budget for July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025. 
In the meantime, will call meetings as needed to 
discuss ongoing legislative initiatives and the status of 
the State Fair booth. 
 

 
 

Wagner moved to adjourn the meeting, Lubinski 
seconded, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:58 
a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 
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THANK YOU to all you have made commitments to work the 
MnEBA booth at the 2024 Minnesota State Fair!   
 

MnEBA is Moving Forward with A Booth! 
 
THANK YOU to all who were able to make a commitment to work at this year’s MnEBA booth at the State Fair!  
MnEBA is excited to have a booth once again at this year’s event!   
 
New this year, there will be a velvet antler pet product added to this year’s booth offerings. Elk farmers understand 
the value of elk velvet antler as a nutritional supplement, and it will be interesting to showcase a velvet antler 
product to fairgoers this year! MnEBA is grateful for member support of the State Fair booth and there is excitement 
for this year’s event.   
 
Please review the schedule below and contact the office 320-543-2686 or info@mneba.org if a conflict arises, or 
you are willing to be an alternate fill-in in case someone must cancel. Thanks so much! 
 
 
Date Time Workers  Date  Time  Workers 
Pre-Fair  Set Up – Paul Hueg, Klint 

Wylie, Brandon Rayburn, 
Marissa Rayburn, Scott 
Salonek 

 8/28 8 – 2 Scott Salonek and Luedtke 
Family 

8/22 8 - 2 Lance & Brenda Hartkopf   2 – 9 
 

Scott Salonek and Kraig 
Wurst  

 2 – 9 Marlen Schmitz & Rhonda 
Bjornson 

 8/29 8 – 2 Turek Family 

8/23 8 – 2 Adam Johnson w/one other; 
Brenda Hartkopf 

  2 – 9 Turek Family 

 2 – 9 Adam Johnson w/one other, 
Marlen Schmitz & Rhonda 
Bjornson 

 8/30 8 – 2 Lubinski Family 

8/24 8 – 2 Wapiti Labs / Steve & Tyler 
Krage 

  2 – 9 Lubinski Family 

 2 – 9 Wapiti Labs  8/31 8 – 2 Wapiti Labs 
8/25 8 – 2 Wapiti Labs   2 – 9 Wapiti Labs 
 2 – 9 Wapiti Labs  9/1 8 – 2 Wapiti Labs 
8/26 8 – 2 Wade Schimmelpfennig and 

Troy Bjorge 
  2 – 9 Wapiti Labs 

 2 – 9 Lance & Brenda Hartkopf  9/2 8 – 2 Wapiti Labs 
8/27 8 – 2 Daphne Evenson and Neal & 

Julene Haugen 
  2 – 9 Wapiti Labs 

 2 – 9 Luedtke Family  Take- 
down 

 Lance & Brenda Hartkopf, 
Troy Bjorge 
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The 2024 Minnesota legislative session began on 
February 12 and ended May 20. No new bills 
regarding farmed cervidae were passed. The Revisor 
had worked with the Board of Animal Health and DNR 
to recommend more clarity to the farmed cervidae 
language that passed last year, primarily in the area of 
the transfer of oversight of farmed whitetail deer from 
the Board of Animal Health to the Department of 
Natural Resources. This would have been the 
opportunity needed to introduce amendments to last 
year’s overreaching statutes to give some relief to elk 
farmers regarding new exclusionary fencing barrier 
requirements, importation ban, data privacy and 
property deed language. Legislative leaders refused to 
take up the Revisor’s recommendations therefore 
closing the door to any possible changes this year. 
 
All members of the House of Representatives are up for reelection this year in November. Senate members are not, 
however there are several that are questionable to come back next year for various reasons, all Democrats. With 
the Senate having a slim 34-33 Democratic lead, it’s possible there could be change even in the Senate next 
session. The Board is committed to pursuing legislative changes as opportunity arises. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hello everybody! 
 
 I’m looking back on 25+ years of elk and likely more than that for many of you.  
 Growing up on the dairy farm was a great way of life, the best place to raise your kids. I've  
 been out of the dairy business for 20 years now and milk prices are lower now than they were  
 back then and inflation is at an all-time high. Elk also has had its ups and downs. 
 
 Even with all the rules and regulations, raising elk today is a pretty good business. Not long  
 after I got into elk, we had the first CWD case in Minnesota. Things got pretty slow after that; 
 there was uncertainty on how this industry would look after the dust settled. Many of us hung  
 in there, moved animals where we could, and figured out a way to make markets that worked.  

 
Moving forward to today and markets are very strong. Several factors possibly play into this; Minnesota elk numbers 
may be down, but other states are up in numbers. So, is there actually a shortage or are the markets just better?  I 
think the answer is both. The demand is very high for meat but when we can move breeding stock, there's not 
enough animals to butcher. Also, trophy bull prices are up for a couple reasons; it's more acceptable to hunt high 
fence, and hunting wild elk is not cheap. A license is sky high and success at elk hunting on your own is very low, 
but it is still always fun to be on the mountain!!! To hunt with an outfitter would offer better success but that has 
gotten very, very expensive.  
 
The moral of the story is if you are willing to jump through some hoops to make legislators happy, the future for elk 
looks bright. So, enjoy green grass, new baby calves, and antler growth.  
 
Brian 
 

Board Blog by Brian Wagner, Secretary/Treasurer 

Legislative Update 
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These elk sliders are some of the best elk burgers you will ever make! Give them a try on the grill this summer! 
 

Elk Sliders 
 

1 lb. ground elk                Salt & pepper to taste 
1 Tbsp. horseradish mustard                                 Cheddar, Swiss or smoked mozzarella cheese 
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce              Small buns 
1 tsp. A1 steak sauce                Favorite barbeque sauce 
½ tsp. garlic powder                Tomatoes (if desired) 
1/3 cup fine breadcrumbs              Onion slices (if desired) 
1 egg       
 
Pre-heat grill. In a large bowl, add mustard, Worcestershire sauce, A1 steak sauce, garlic powder, breadcrumbs, egg and 
salt and pepper to taste to ground elk meat. Mix all ingredients by hand then form into small patties. Use a ¼ cup measuring 
cup to size how much meat to use when forming your patties. Place meat on tinfoil and press gently with your thumb 
creating a small indent in the center. This will help keep patties from shrinking when cooking. 
 
Consider cooking patties on tin foil to minimize dryness or add directly to grill. Cook over medium heat for 5-7 minutes then 
turn and cook for another 5-7 minutes. Add cheese to top of burgers during the last two minutes of cooking. Close lid to melt 
the cheese. 
 
Place sliders on small buns and top with your favorite barbeque sauce, tomatoes and/or onions if desired.  
 

MnEBA Kitchen 
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Your Sponsorships Are Needed!                                              
 

Your sponsorships are needed as MnEBA begins putting together the new 2025 
MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar!  All you need is a good-quality picture with an elk on it, 
your contact information and logo if you have one. The picture doesn’t have to be 
from this year, it can be a picture from an earlier year. The cost to sponsor a month in 
the calendar is still $300. Sponsorships are what help to pay for the printing of the 
calendar. If you would be willing to sponsor a month in the calendar, please contact 
the MnEBA Office as soon as possible! There will be a total of 800 calendars printed 
once again. 
 
Same great incentives to sell calendars this year!  For each group of ten calendars sold by any one person, the 
seller’s name goes in the hat for a special gun drawing outside of the raffle calendar. Stubs and money for all ten 
tickets must be turned in by December 31, 2024 to be eligible. Sellers can be entered multiple times for each group 
of 10 calendars sold. The free membership incentive for 30 calendars sold with stubs and money turned in by 
December 31 will also continue. With 27 gun days, four Bonus Meat Package days and eight $100 Bonus Cash 
days, there are many great chances to win!     
 
2025 Gun Raffle Calendars will be available by August 1. To receive your calendars, they can be mailed from 
the office or by contacting a board member who will get you what you need. Whatever you can do to help sell 
calendars would be greatly appreciated. Please contact the MnEBA Office with any questions or comments at 320-
543-2686 or info@mneba.org. 
 
Please help support the association that works continually to support the elk industry in Minnesota!  
 
 
 
 

2024 MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt Update 
 

MnEBA is once again working to put together an elk hunt for a disabled Minnesota veteran of the United States 
armed forces for some time later this summer or fall. There are already four interested parties for this year’s hunt. If 
you know of someone who would like to be considered, please contact the MnEBA office before June 15 to request 
an application.    
 
A lot of things need to come together to make this hunt work year after year. 
Here’s how you can become involved!   
 
1. Sell, offer a discount or donate to MnEBA a bull that is minimum size  
    6x6 measuring 300-350”. This bull may need to be held until October. 

2. Someone is needed to haul the bull to Tony’s Trophy Elk Hunt Ranch in 
    Baudette, MN from where it’s currently located.  

3. Donate funds to help offset the costs of this project. Donations go towards 
    offsetting costs of the bull, transportation, lodging and processing the  
    bull for meat.   
 
Please contact the MnEBA Office at (320) 543-2686 or info@mneba.org to offer 
whatever you can for this very worthy cause. The impact these hunts have had 
on past recipients is unbelievable and is a great way to give back. Thank you for 
your consideration!                                                                
                                                                                                                                    2023 Recipient Chad Sheridan 
                                                                                                                                      

2025 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar  
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Minnesota FFA Member Thank You’s 
Since 2013, MnEBA member Greg Lubinski of Lubinski Elk Acres has contributed funding in MnEBA’s name for two 
Minnesota FFA Foundation’s “Blue Jackets – Brighter Futures”. The most recent jackets were awarded to the 
Minnesota FFA members below who sent letters of thanks back to the MnEBA as follows. Thank you, Greg, for your 
continued support of this project! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MnEBA is pleased to announce that Jeremy Byrne, grandson of Jim 
& Eileen Byrne, is the recipient of the 2024 MnEBA Scholarship 
valued at $350. Jeremy is currently attending North Carolina State 
University (NCSU) majoring in Fisheries, Wildlife & Conservation 
Biology, and minoring in Forest Management. His goal is to work 
with the forest service, either state or federal, while also working as 
a wildland firefighter.  
 
Jeremy has a long list of leadership roles in the Civil Air Patrol, 
NCSU Air Force ROTC and Student Association for Fire Ecology 
(SAFE) where he has also participated in multiple prescribed burns. 
He has also participated in several mission trips from Florida to 
Bulgaria and also Southeast Asia.  
 
Having family members involved in agriculture has had a life-long 
impact on Jeremy. He says, “It’s given me an interest in the 
outdoors, and I’m more interested in how land is used and 
managed.” 
 
MnEBA wishes Jeremy all the best as he prepares for the life of a 
wildland firefighter and forest manager. With his leadership 
experience and skills already learned, he is sure to be successful in 
his future endeavors. 
                                                                                                                

Thank you so very much for sponsoring the 
FFA jacket I was fortunate enough to be 
selected to receive. I went with my FFA 
advisor to get measurements taken and my 
jacket arrived last week! Because of your 
generosity, I will be able to represent my 
chapter and state at all functions FFA-related 
or not. FFA has meant so much to me. There 
are and will be so many great things that I will 
cherish in my FFA membership, but having my 
very own jacket will be a definite high point! It 
is because of organizations such as 
yourselves that I was able to partake in 
leadership opportunities.  
  
Sincerely, 
Ella Johnson, Leroy-Ostrander FFA 
 

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to get 
my very own Blue Jacket. I am super grateful 
for this. If I didn’t receive this, I don’t know how 
I would get it to be honest. So thank you! 
 
Haydn Goff 
Long Prairie Grey Eagle (LPGE) FFA 

2024 MnEBA Scholarship Awarded 
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Calves and Vaccinations 
 

There are a lot of producers that experience death loss in calves, some more than others. Here are a few 
thoughts on vaccinations that can help to prevent death loss in calves.  
 
The vaccines used are primarily cattle and sheep products. The best strategy is to have a valid veterinary-
client relationship and also when a calf dies, have it autopsied and figure out what happened. If you can 
identify the problem, you may be able to identify a vaccination program that will prevent further death loss both 
now and in the future. The veterinarian and farmer can decide together which vaccinations would benefit the 
elk depending on the specific demographic area and the herd history. 
 
At a minimum, it is critical to vaccinate calves before weaning with Clostridium Perfringens C & D, and also for 
any diseases you’ve had in your calves in the past, and then booster again when the calves are weaned. 
There should be at least three weeks between the initial vaccinations and the boosters. Also at weaning, 
vaccinate calves with an 8-way clostridium. Please note, if you lose a calf and get a diagnosis for it, you should 
bring in all the remaining calves and vaccinate them accordingly if possible. 
 

Clostridial Diseases (8-way vaccines and Clostridium Perfringens type A) 
Calves - 2 doses. One should be given prior to weaning and a booster at weaning or after, a minimum  

            of three weeks apart. 
Adults - Booster annually. 
Generally, use the cattle label dose. If Clostridial disease of newborn calves is a problem on your farm, 
you can use C & D antitoxin at birth given both orally and parental. You can also treat with procaine 
penicillin which needs to be given very early in the course of disease. 

 
Leptospirosis in elk can cause infertility in cows and kidney infections in calves.  
Calves - Use a vaccine that has been used by your veterinarian in your local area (generally a 5-way 
Lepto). 

 
Pneumonia can be caused by several different organisms. 
The most commonly found agents are: Pasteurella multocida, Pasteurella trehalosi, Mannheimia 
hemolytica, Truperella pyogenes, Mycoplasma species, and Fusobacterium species (which can also 
cause necrotic stomatitis, lumpy jaw, and foot rot). These are the most common agents of pneumonia 
in elk.  

 
Hemorrhagic Disease is a major disease of whitetail deer, but elk are also susceptible. Controlling the 
midge vector is important in prevention. Research is underway to produce effective commercial 
vaccines. Presently, autogenous vaccines may reduce the disease. 

 
The important point of the above list is that you need an accurate diagnosis of what specific disease you are 
dealing with. The best and only way, in many cases, is submitting the best quality samples possible to your 
state veterinary diagnostic lab. Once you receive the diagnosis, your veterinarian can recommend a possible 
treatment and prevention protocol.   
 
It is also important that when cows begin calving, the amount and quality of feed is increased as well. The cow 
will then have more milk and nutrition for the calf giving that calf a better chance of survival. Also creating more 
bunk space so calves can begin to eat feed alongside the cows will strengthen the calves as well. Make sure 
there is adequate copper in the feed ration. Elk need 240 mg per head/day of copper. Some producers have 
fed up to 350 mg per head/day. Copper solubility varies with the form of copper. Copper deficiency is the most 
common problem that I have observed on farms which makes any age animal, more susceptible to disease. 
 

Vet Corner by Glen Zebarth, DVM 
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June 22, 2024 – MnEBA Summer Picnic, Elkoholics Elk Farm, Miltona, MN 
 

August 1-3, 2024 – NAEBA Annual Convention & International Antler Competition, 
Hilton Fort Collins, Fort Collins, CO 
 

January 10-11, 2024 – MnEBA Annual Conference, Holiday Inn & Suites St. Cloud, 
St. Cloud, MN 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wanted: Hard antler donations to offset the cost of dog chews sold at the State 
Fair. The donated antler must not have any hair on it and must not be “chalky”. Hard 
antler will be collected at the June 22 Summer Picnic, or you can send your hard 
antler donations with Brian Wagner or bring them to the office. Thank you for your 
consideration! 
 

For Sale: (50) 5”x12’ used wood posts. Also (12) gates, have both 12’ and 16’ wide 
sizes. Call Ted Mehrkens, 507-843-5636. 
 

Wanted: All elk meat animals, trophy bulls, breeding stock or whole herds. Brian 
Wagner, 612-366-5078. 
 

Wanted: Wapiti Labs is buying hard antler. Best prices on 2” diameter and larger. Call 
651-237-4051 for more information. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
         
 
           

Classified Ads 

MINNESOTA ELK 
BREEDERS 

ASSOCIATION 
9086 Keats Avenue SW 
Howard Lake, MN 55349 

320-543-2686 
info@mneba.org 

Calendar of Events 
 

Minnesota Elk Breeders 
Association 

9086 Keats Avenue SW 
Howard Lake, MN 55349 

 
PHONE: 

320-543-2686 
 

FAX: 
320-543-2983 
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