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President’s Message by Jim Byrne 
                               Greetings All, 
 
                              Each year time seems to slip away faster and faster. It’s August!  
                              Eight months of the year gone, and I can’t figure out where the other  
                              seven went. This has been a very busy year so far, and I don’t think it 
                              will slow down much as the breeding season begins. Eileen and I just 
                              returned from a week in the Ely area enjoying the great fishing, the  
                              beautiful weather and the gathering of kids and grandchildren. Next  
                              on the schedule is checking off another bucket list item with a trip to 
the British Isles.  Maybe September will slow down. (I doubt it.) 
 
The association has worked hard this past year, but there is much yet to do. With the 
energy and abilities this association possesses, the remainder of this year will prove to 
be a good year. 
 
Working with dedicated people is a learning experience. If you are given such an 
opportunity, you should grab on to and not let it go by. Need help in solving a problem?   
Just call and ask any member and you will have more insight, information, and 
willingness to help than you ever dreamed. You are a great association that more people 
need to know about. 
 
How can we share this valuable expertise and friendship? I think we have to start by 
getting more young farmers and ranchers involved with the elk industry. We need to let 
them know that elk is a viable livestock and that through hard work and marketing they 
can be successful in this industry. I realize that economic factors have changed but we 
need to rekindle the enthusiasm and love of elk we had when we first started. We need 
to take the energies we have used on legislative and health issues and direct them now 
into bringing new people into our association. I think that this will take even more energy 
and resources to accomplish, but I firmly believe that this industry has a bright future. We 
need to share it. 
 
The best of luck in the breeding season. I wish you all safety and health in the months 
ahead. 
 
Jim 
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Thank you to Pat & Rita 
Prodzinski, River View Elk 
Ranch for hosting the 2019 

Summer Picnic!   
 

A great time was had by all!! 
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2020 Raffle Calendars Now Available!  

 

Order Your Calendars Today!!  
 
Have you picked up your 2020 MnEBA Gun  
Raffle Calendars yet? There are 450 calendars 
in the hands of members to sell so far. This  
year, 800 calendars were printed (up 50 from  
last year) so there are still another 350 available  
for anyone who can sell them!  As we move into 
fall, it’s a good time to begin selling calendars.  
Let’s sell out for our fifth year in a row!  
 
Once again this year, members are eligible for great incentives when selling 
the new 2020 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar.  A free MnEBA membership for 
selling 30 or more calendars and returning stubs and money before 
December 31st is being offered once again this year.  Also back by popular 
demand, for every 10 calendars sold with stubs and money being returned 
before December 31st, your name goes into a drawing to win a Winchester 
SXP 12Ga Pump Camo/Cerakote (Limited Edition) shotgun. The more 
calendars you sell, the more chances to win!   
 
MANY THANKS to all MnEBA members who stepped up to sponsor a month 
in the 2020 MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendar! This year’s sponsors include:  Jerry 
& Linda Campbell, Dennis & Jacky Engebretson, Lance & Brenda Hartkopf, 
Paul & Lynn Hueg, Bill & Karen Knutson, Mark & Lisa Luedtke, Perry & Sandy 
Olson, Wade & Heike Schimmelpfennig, Darrell & Sheila Turek, Brian 
Wagner, Kraig & Jenny Wurst and Klint & Lora Wylie.   
 
Now is a great time to order your calendars while they are still in stock. 
Contact the MnEBA Office to order yours today! 

 
Congratulations to MnEBA for receiving the  

NAEBA 2019 Association of Distinction Award 
 

 
 

MnEBA News is a bimonthly 
publication of the Minnesota 
Elk Breeders Association.  It is 
mailed out on the first day of 
February, April, June, August, 
October, and December.  
Deadline for information, 
articles, and advertisements is 
the 15th of the preceding 
month. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President 
Jim Byrne 
(507) 358-6505 
 
Vice President 
Mark Luedtke 
(320) 630-5419 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Brian Wagner 
(612) 366-5078 
 
Director 
Greg Lubinski 
(507) 273-0525 
 
Director 
Kraig Wurst 
(507) 273-6174 
 
Executive Secretary 
to the Board 
Brenda Hartkopf 
(320) 543-2686 

MnEBA  
Mission Statement 
The Minnesota Elk Breeders 

Association represents a 

unified voice that 

strengthens the Elk farming 

industry in Minnesota by 

creating awareness about 

Elk production and 

promotion and consumption 

of Elk products. 
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Summer Membership Meeting Minutes - July 20, 2019 

The membership of the Minnesota Elk Breeders 
Association held their 2019 Summer Meeting at River 
View Elk Ranch in Winona, MN on July 20, 2019. 
President Jim Byrne called the meeting to order at 
1:52 p.m.   
 
President Byrne recognized Senator Mike Goggin as 
a visitor and thanked him for attending. Senator 
Goggin spoke briefly maintaining that “cervid farms 
are the key to fighting CWD. We need you farming to 
fix the CWD issues.”  He suggested MnEBA consider 
a Minnesota Elk Breeders Association Day at the 
Capitol and that he would be happy to make 
arrangements for that.  He also mentioned an 
educational day for legislators that he and Greg 
Lubinski are planning to Saturday, August 10th.   
 
Byrne asked for additions or corrections to the 
January 12, 2019 secretary report. Scott Salonek 
moved to accept the report as written, Mark Lucas 
seconded, motion carried.    
 
Brenda Hartkopf reviewed the treasurer’s report by 
going down the list of income and expense and also 
explained the steps the board is taking to increase 
income/decrease expense to balance the budget.  It is 
still a work in progress and will be seen over time. 
The July 19th checkbook balance was $16,867.20. 
Daphne Evenson moved to accept the treasurer’s 
report, Greg Lubinski seconded, motion carried.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Government Relations:  Byrne reported that CWD 
language was introduced the first week of the 2019 
session in the form of exact language of bills that had 
been introduced during the 2018 session, and the 
number grew from there. The deer and elk breeders 
associations were not always on the same page and 
attempts to have a joint meeting to discuss the issues 
and come to a consensus were not successful.  While 
the final outcome of language was not perfect, it was 
far better than it could have been.  He thanked all who 
wrote/called their legislators and stated that it made a 
real impact.  He went through each of the changes 
made to the farmed cervidae laws in further detail 
later in the meeting. 
 
Fundraising Raffle:  Hartkopf reported that the 2020 
MnEBA Gun Raffle Calendars are now available and  
that everyone should pick up their calendars to sell.   
The calendars have a little different look as the printer  
 

made a more efficient back cover with the tab not 
hanging off the bottom of the calendar. Even though 
we went to printing 800 calendars, the price did not go 
up for printing due to the change in efficiency. She 
thanked everyone who sponsored a month in the 
calendar, noting those in attendance. 
 
Promotions:  Hartkopf reported that the main work of 
the promotions group this year has been working with 
the State Fair committee on making new background 
panels for the State Fair booth.  These have been 
completed and one was displayed for all to view. She 
also mentioned that MnEBA had a booth at the 
Outdoor News Deer & Turkey Expo on March 8-10 
but the weather was very poor during the event which 
cut down on attendance. MnEBA will not be having a 
booth at next year’s show as a cost-saving measure 
to balance the budget.   
 
Other work of the committee in the coming months is 
to work with the Government Relations committee to 
better educate Farm Bureau and Farmers Union on 
farmed cervidae issues and tap into the support of 
those associations many MnEBA members are also 
members of.  Those discussions have begun and 
meetings are planned for this fall.     
 
State Fair:  Greg Lubinski reported he had the sign-
up sheet for the Minnesota State Fair and there are 
still many openings. Because new membership 
directories were not printed this year, a new two page 
directory handout which showed where members in 
Minnesota are located was passed around for 
comment. Based on member suggestions, this 
handout will be modified then put to use in the booth. 
This year’s State Fair takes place from  
August 22-September 2.     
 
NAEBA UPDATE 
North Central representative Bill Knutson reported 
that NAEBA is gearing up for its summer convention 
in Topeka, Kansas on August 1-3 and that 
membership levels have reached 350 members. 
Hartkopf reported that NAEBA was engaged during 
the recent legislative session and was helpful in 
assisting with an attorney letter to Dr. Michael 
Osterholm, who was casting dispersions against the 
farmed cervid industry. MnEBA is also in the process 
of requesting financial assistance from NAEBA for 
costs which exceeded the usual budgeted amount for 
lobbying fees because of the incredibly busy session. 
 

Summer Membership Meeting Minutes 
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OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Byrne went through the new Minnesota farmed 
cervidae law changes and answered questions from 
members. He cautioned members to maintain a good 
relationship with your inspector and to be courteous 
and stay polite.   
 
Hartkopf talked about a new relationship MnEBA is 
forming with the University of Minnesota and Dr. Peter 
Larson who is leading the effort on research at the 
University of Minnesota to create a new rapid CWD 
field test.  Dr. Larson has visited elk farms in Howard 
Lake and is in regular contact with the association. 
MnEBA has offered to assist in whatever way we can. 
She also reported the university is taking a bigger role 
in CWD public education and to that end, is planning 
a series of CWD educational events.  The first event 
will take place on September 14th at the Bell Museum 
in St. Paul. MnEBA is planning to have a booth at this 
event and will also be a $500 sponsor utilizing MN 
Grown funds for this project.   
 
Hartkopf and Byrne talked about the Farmed 
Cervidae Task Force and that the group has wrapped 
up the mandate which required the group to come up 
with acceptable exclusionary fencing options. The 
other mandate is to figure out new ways for breeders  
 
 

 
to stay in business if they find themselves in a CWD 
endemic area in the wild.  That has been a much 
more difficult task and discussions are still ongoing. 
 
Hartkopf reported that a hunter is still needed for the 
13th Annual MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt and that 
MnEBA was working with members who had 
expressed having someone in mind to have them 
complete and submit the application.  
 
Hartkopf noted the 2020 Annual Conference will be 
held on January 10-11 at the Crowne Plaza 
Minneapolis NW in Plymouth, just minutes north of 
where the meeting was held this year.   
 
A question came up whether the MnEBA Scholarship 
was offered this year. It was posted in the March 
newsletter as available and to contact the MnEBA 
Office for an application. Physical applications did not 
go out in the newsletter to save on printing and 
postage. No one requested an application. 
 
Byrne thanked Pat and Rita for hosting this year’s 
summer picnic. Everyone was very appreciative.   
 
Being no further business, Daphne Evenson moved to 
adjourn, Scott Salonek seconded, motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 3:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary

 

 
 
The Past President of the Korean Deer Breeders Association recently visited Minnesota 
with particular interest in learning more about the United States velvet market.   
 
Scott Salonek spent several days with Mr. Yu Hwan Chung (KDBA past president) and Mr. 
Sung Woo Yang (friend and interpreter) touring Scott’s elk farm and learning more about 
the industry. They also toured the Lance & Brenda Hartkopf elk farm as well as attended 
the NAEBA Convention.  Mr. Chung has his own elk farm in Korea and would like to see 
the Korean border open back up to animals, semen and velvet from the United States.   

 
Picture on Left: 
Mr. Yang and Mr. Chung posing in front 
of a pen of cows and calves. 
 
 
 
Picture on Right: 
Mr. Chung and Mr. Yang were very 
interested to see Minnesota antler and 
took lots of pictures. 
 

 

Korean Elk Breeder Visits Minnesota 
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Board Meeting Minutes June 5, 2019 
 
The Board of the Minnesota Elk Breeders Association 
held a phone conference on Wednesday June 5th at 
8 p.m.  Jim Byrne, Mark Luedtke, Brian Wagner, Greg 
Lubinski, Kraig Wurst and Brenda Hartkopf were in 
attendance.  Byrne called the meeting to order at  
8:03 p.m. 
 
Luedtke and Hartkopf discussed details of a meeting 
held at BAH with the deer breeders on details of the 
recently passed legislation regarding farmed cervidae.  
While all changes were discussed, in particular, there 
was a lot of discussion on requirements for redundant 
gating.  Industry asked BAH to send out a draft on 
criteria for redundant gating based on these 
discussions for the associations to review prior to the 
next Farmed Cervidae Task Force meeting on June 
25th.  Hartkopf to forward to Board when this becomes 
available.  BAH wants to have the final set of criteria 
for redundant gating established by July 1st.   
Board also discussed the legality of forcing a farm 
that finds CWD to depopulate.  Luedtke will follow up 
with ACA and NAEBA to get their opinion. 
 
Discussed getting Farm Bureau and Farmers Union 
more involved with farmed cervid issues well before 
the legislative session begins.  Hartkopf to follow up 
with Farm Bureau and see about putting a meeting 
together.   
 
Hartkopf reported that Dr. Peter Larson from the  
 

 
University of Minnesota contacted the office about a 
CWD educational event the University of Minnesota 
Vet-Med staff are putting together.  It will be held at 
the Bell Museum in St. Paul on September 14th and 
he invited MnEBA to take part.  Board discussed the 
value of being a sponsor and also having a booth at 
the event.  The decision was made to have a booth 
and also see if MnEBA could provide a $500 
sponsorship.  Hartkopf to check with Minnesota 
Grown about funding. 
 
Hartkopf discussed the final lobbyist bill which 
exceeded the already increased budgeted amount.  
Greg & Roxy Lubinski contributed $500 to offset 
lobbyist expenses and Brian Wagner will contribute 
the rest of the overage to the budgeted amount which 
is yet to be determined.  Because the budgeted 
amount already exceeded previous budget amounts, 
Board is working to make up the difference and has 
made some budget cuts, but they are not enough.  
Hartkopf to draft a letter to NAEBA requesting $2,000 
in financial assistance to help cover some of the 
lobbyist expenses for 2019. 
 
Hartkopf reported she will be getting the gun list for 
the raffle calendar out to the Board for their review in 
the next day or two. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

                               Make Plans to Attend! 

2020 MnEBA Annual Conference 
January 10-11, 2020 

 

Crowne Plaza Minneapolis West Hotel 
3131 Campus Dr ~ Plymouth, MN 55441 

Room Rates $99 ~ Reservation Line 763-559-6600 
 

Annual Meeting ~ Informational Seminars ~ Evening Banquet 
 

Make a weekend out of it and take advantage of a trip to the cities to visit friends or 
relatives or simply take the opportunity to do something interesting in the  

Minneapolis/St. Paul area!   
 

MORE DETAILS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER!   
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The Minnesota State Fair has begun in full force with the first two days of the fair shattering all-time single day attendance 
records for the first Thursday and Friday of the fair!  Greg and Paul have done a great job preparing the booth for the fair 
and sales are great!  Many thanks for Greg & Roxi Lubinski for donating a whole animal to make the sausage being sold 
in the booth. Thank you to Paul and Lynn Hueg for donating an additional $300 towards the cost of processing the 
donated meat into sausage. Thank you also to the following members who donated hard antler to offset the cost of the 
dog chews: Jim & Eileen Byrne, Lance & Brenda Hartkopf, Paul & Lynn Hueg, Ted & Sheila Mehrkens and Brian Wagner. 
 
MnEBA could not complete the schedule without all the great volunteers who have stepped up to take shifts in the booth. 
Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to help man the booth, your time and efforts are very much appreciated!   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 22 – Labor Day September 2 
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Hello everyone!  
 
I know I have mentioned in the past how grateful I am to Brenda for letting me know of my 
upcoming Board Blog. As usual, she reminded me again, but I still failed to get it done on time. 
My apologies!! 
 
I don’t know about all of you, but this year has weighed on me. It started with a trying 
legislative session, which involved a tremendous amount of communication among Tony, 
Brenda and the Board of Directors. There were numerous trips to the Capitol, a staggering 
number of emails and weekly conference calls. Although I was very disappointed that anything 

at all got changed in regards to regulations in our industry, all I can say is it could have been worse. There were 
many, many other things they tried to throw at us that did not make final approval and get passed. During the last 
session, and the several before that, I was determined I was going to do something to change the equation prior to 
the next session starting up again. The problem is, because it is such a high intensity, stressful exercise, by the time 
the session was over I needed time to mentally recover.  And the way time flies, here it is approximately 3 months 
later, and I haven’t spent much time doing anything to change the equation for the next round in the boxing ring!  
 
One thing I have done is forwarded the recent new statute changes to the ACA and requested that the ACA’s 
attorney provide a legal review of these changes and provide feedback, which I haven’t gotten a response on yet.  
 
The other significant challenge I have taken on this past year is hiring a website developer to create a website for 
my farm. I have been raising elk for almost 15 years now, and I’m only about 10 years behind schedule on releasing 
this website. But at least I’m finally working on it! It’s amazing to me how much time and effort I have put into this 
endeavor.  I realize that if it accomplishes even half of what I hoped for when I started; in time I will completely forget 
all the time effort and other undone projects it took the place of. On the other hand, if it doesn’t accomplish that 
much, I sure did waste a summer! 
 
In October I will be attending the USAHA meeting once again so let me know if you have any concerns or items I 
should be aware of. 
 
Hope you all have a great season. 
Mark 
                                                          

 
 

Thanks to the generosity of a number of MnEBA members and other partners, 
this year’s MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt is scheduled to take place November 2-4 
at Tony’s Trophy Elk Hunt Ranch in Baudette, MN. This marks the 13th year 
MnEBA has offered this hunt. 
 
This year’s recipient was nominated by Tony Beckel.  He is Darryl Vancura, a Vietnam army veteran from 
Baudette, Minnesota whom Tony has known for many years. Darryl spent two full tours in Vietnam, served on 
the 101st Airborn and is also a Silver Star recipient. While in service, he was injured when the half-track he was 
riding in, ran over a mine.   
 
A big thank you to everyone who is helping to make this year’s hunt possible. They include Tony Beckel of 
Tony’s Trophy Elk Hunt Ranch, Lance & Brenda Hartkopf for funds to purchase a bull, Paul Hueg for providing 
the bull and transporting the bull to the hunt ranch, the SCI Lake Superior Chapter for providing funds for 
travel, meals, lodging and meat processing, and Ron Welle of Midwest Outdoors Unlimited who is making all 
the final arrangements and accompanying the recipient on the hunt. We look forward to making the dream of 
hunting a beautiful bull elk a reality for yet another very deserving military veteran.   

Board Blog by Mark Luedtke, MnEBA Vice President 

 

MnEBA Charitable Elk Hunt 
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New Farmed Cervid Rules Began July 1st 

June 28, 2019 

Dear Farmed Cervid Producer, 

The 2019 legislative session has ended, and Governor Tim Walz has signed the bills into law. Included in these bills 
is new legislation for the farmed cervid program within the Board of Animal Health. These new laws will impact all 
farmed cervid producers. The legislation pertaining to the farmed cervid program can be found 
at: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2019/1/Session+Law/Chapter/4/. Significant changes to the program include: 

 Annual Inspection fee (effective July 1, 2019)  

o The annual fee will be increased to $500 per year for producers that manage their herd for profit or 
monetary gain or engage in transactions or exchanges for consideration, owners that sell the ability 
to shoot animals in the herd, or the herd consists of more than one species (elk and white-tailed 
deer), 

o The annual fee will increase to $250 for all other herds. 

 Redundant gating – by December 1, 2019 all entry gates for farmed Cervidae enclosures must have 
redundant gates maintained to prevent escape. See the criteria outlined at the end of this letter regarding 
the minimum standards that must be met for inspection and approval by the Board for redundant gates. 

 New fencing or fencing repairs must be high tensile fencing starting the effective date of this legislation (July 
1, 2019). 

 Annual inspections must include a physical inspection of all perimeter fencing around the facility and a 
viewing to verify all animals are tagged. The owners must present an accurate inventory to the inspector for 
review. The owner must present individual animals in a herd for a physical inventory if required by the 
Board. 

 Reinspection Fee – Starting July 1, 2019, a farmed cervid producer must pay a reinspection fee of one half 
their annual inspection fee for each reinspection related to a fence violation. 

 Identification – white-tailed deer must be identified before October 31st of the year in which they were born, 
at the time of weaning, or before movement from the premises, whichever comes first. 

 The owner of a premises where CWD is detected must:  

o depopulate the premises of Cervidae after the appraisal process for federal indemnification has been 
completed. If an indemnification application is not submitted, the herd must be depopulated within a 
reasonable time as determined by the Board, 

o must maintain the fencing required under subdivision 4 on the premises for five years after the date 
of detection, 

o must post the fencing on the premises with biohazard signs as directed by the Board. 

The Board has identified the following criteria for the construction of redundant gates and will include the inspection 
of redundant gating in future annual inspections. 

 If the redundant gate is added to the outside of the enclosure, it must meet the requirements of a perimeter 
fence to be at least 96” in height and maintained in a way to prevent the entrance or exit of wild or farmed 
cervids. 

 If the redundant gate is added to the inside of the enclosure, it would not need to meet the requirements of a 
perimeter fence but still accomplish the objectives of a redundant gate. 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNjI4Ljc0ODg5NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNjI4Ljc0ODg5NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM4NTI2NyZlbWFpbGlkPWJoYXJ0a29wZkBlbWJhcnFtYWlsLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YmhhcnRrb3BmQGVtYmFycW1haWwuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2019/1/Session+Law/Chapter/4/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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 Required objectives of a redundant gate:  

o must allow all the equipment used regularly to feed, manage, or handle farmed cervids to get 
completely inside allowing the outer gate to be secured before opening the inner gate and gaining 
entrance to the enclosure, 

o the outside gate must always remain secured when not directly in use. 

 Gates requiring redundant gating: Gates used to access areas within the farmed cervid enclosure to feed, 
manage, or handle farmed cervids. Gates used infrequently to manage pastures, fields or infrequently move 
equipment are considered access to agricultural land and would not need redundant gates. Any perimeter 
gates used infrequently to access agricultural land must be secured by at least two mechanisms when not in 
use. 

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture Finance Section offers low-interest loan programs to eligible 
farmers for agricultural improvement.  For additional information on this program, visit the website 
at: https://www.mda.state.mn.us/financebudget/agfinance or contact the Rural Finance Authority Office, Finance and 
Budget at 651-201-6004. 

If you have any questions about these new laws or our information related to them, please talk with your Board 
representative – farmed cervid inspector or call us at the Board of Animal Health office at 651-201-6804. 

A paper copy of this letter is also being sent to you in the mail. 

Sincerely, 
Linda C. Glaser, DVM 
Assistant Director, Board of Animal Health 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNjI4Ljc0ODg5NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNjI4Ljc0ODg5NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM4NTI2NyZlbWFpbGlkPWJoYXJ0a29wZkBlbWJhcnFtYWlsLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YmhhcnRrb3BmQGVtYmFycW1haWwuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&https://www.mda.state.mn.us/financebudget/agfinance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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MN Commissioner of Ag Thom Peterson Visits  
Local Farms and Red Lake 
By Darlene Sawyer 
Farmers Independent, Bagley, MN 

July 24, 2019 - The Dennis 
Engebretson elk farm located in 
Leon Township of rural Clearbrook 
was host to an entourage of 
Minnesota governmental officials on 
Tuesday, July 16. 
 
Special guest was the new 
Minnesota Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Thom Petersen. Also 
part of the group were Patrice Bailey 
of New York City, Commissioner 
assistant Ben Reimler, 
Governmental Relations Rep. Peder 
Kjeseth, External Relations Manager 
Martha Josephson, and Assistant 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
Whitney Place. The group’s purpose 
was to tour various agricultural sites 
throughout Northern Minnesota as 
they were concerned with 
sustainable farming, gardening, and 
land use in this area. 
 
Dennis Engebretson’s elk farm has 
been in existence since 1995. Prior 
to that time, it was a traditional farm 
which had been homesteaded in 
1903 by Dennis’ grandparents, Ole 
and Anna Engebretson, then owned 
by Dennis’ parents Ernest and Alma 
Engebretson. Dennis now owns the 
farm, and has a brother Gordy and a 
sister Judy. 
 
In 1995, Dennis and his family 
started raising elk on their farm 
because it interested him. He has 
continued his interest in the project 
and currently owns 76 elk. When 
Commissioner Petersen was 
appointed to his position in January 
2019, it became one of his goals to 
visit the various farming areas in 
Minnesota. Petersen wanted to see 
an elk farm and found Engebretson’s 
name on the roster of elk farmers. A 
plan to visit was set into motion. 
 
On July 16, the group met at the 
Engebretson elk farm for a tour. 
Among some of the items of 

discussion included Petersen’s 
concern about regulations and how it 
affected the farming. They also 
talked about the shortage of hay due 
to the long, cold winter. Hay became 
scarce all over Minnesota this spring 
as many semi loads were needed in 
Nebraska due to flooding there. It 
was also a late spring here in 
Minnesota. 
 
Petersen and his group were also 
informed that Engebretson’s elk 
meat was sold by word of mouth and 
not advertised. All of his elk are 
checked every three years for 
tuberculosis and brucellosis. If an elk 
is 12 months old or older and dies, a 
test is conducted for chronic wasting 
disease. That is done by taking out 
the brain stem and lymph nodes of 
the animal. The results of the tests 
are sent back to them. The income 
from the elk varies. Trophy bulls are 
usually sold, but the meat products 
are unadvertised; the meat is sold 

privately to numerous customers. 
The calving season occurs at the 
end of May into June. 
 
Dennis explained, “We have many 
tourists who drive by to see the elk. 
Many of the locals bring their 
children to see the animals. During 
deer hunting season, many deer 
hunters drive by while they are up 
here in this north country.” 
 
After their visit, the commissioner 
and his group left to visit additional 
agricultural sites. Among them was 
Jan Boll of Gully (who is a farm 
advocate), John and Sheri 
Gunvalson of Gonvick & Trail (red 
potatoes), and Mary Nell-Preisler, 
and the Red Lake Tribal Council at 
Red Lake. 
 
The Red Lake Nation has been 
exploring the possibilities of hemp  
 
 

Commissioner Petersen holds a set of elk antlers. He is surrounded by the 
Engebretson families: (left to right) Jackie, Roxanne, and Gordie 
Engebretson, Maria, Dennis Engebretson, Commissioner Petersen, Laura 
and Phil Engebretson. In the background are Patrice Bailey and Peder 
Kjeseth. 
 

In the News 
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farming for several years, so hemp 
was among the main subjects of 
discussion at Red Lake. Also to be 
discussed is the Red Lake buffalo 
farm, scheduled for a fall start with 
funding by the Tribal Council, and 
renewable energy efforts on Red 
Lake as Ag has some outreach for 
this. The Red Lake group included 
Red Lake Chairman Darrell Seki, 
Sr.; Tribal Secretary Samuel Strong, 
Ponemah; Rep Gary Nelson, and 
Red Lake Nations director and staff 
concerned with sustainable farming.  
 
Thom Petersen is a longtime 
resident of Pine City, Minn., where 
he lives on a horse farm. Before 
being appointed, he served as the 
Director of Governmental Relations 
for the Minnesota Farmers Union 
since 2002, working in both 
Washington, D.C. and St. Paul on 
behalf of MFU’s farmer members. 
 
Commissioner Peterson received his 
associate’s degree from Normandale 
Community College and studied at 
both the University of Minnesota and 
the University of Georgia.   
 
Prior to his work at the MN Farmers’ 
Union, he spent most of his life  
 

 
working for his family and his own 
horse farm and farm business. 
 
He has a wide range of experience 
in state and federal farm policy and 
travels to almost every county in 
Minnesota each year to fully 
understand how policies affect 
farmers’ daily lives. 
 
He has served on many boards 
and committees, including the U 
of MN Extension Citizens’ 
Advisory Committee, Farmers’ 
Legal Action Group, Citizens’ 
Utility Board, MN Ag in the 
Classroom, MN State Organic Task 
Force, MN Rural Broadband 
Coalition, and MN Fair Plan. 
 
Commissioner Petersen and his wife 
Alana live in Pine City with their two 
sons. The Petersens show horses 
around the state and have competed 
at the State Fair for over 25 years. 
 
The mission of the MN Department 
of Agriculture is to enhance 
Minnesotans’ quality of life by 
ensuring the integrity of our food 
supply, the health of our 
environment, and the strength of our 
agricultural economy. 
 

 

Services include risk-management 
education, organic and sustainable 
ag technical support, dairy and 
livestock development support. 
Other services include dairy and 
food processing facility inspections, 
international market development, 
consumer food safety education, ag 
chemical spill response, and grocery 
store inspections. 
 
According to Dennis Engebretson, 
”This is the first time that a state 
official has visited our elk farm. We 
really appreciate Petersen’s interest 
in different ag-related things. It was 
an interesting visit.” 

 

Dennis Engebretson Finds Markets for Elk Products 
The elk are valued for more than just their meat 

 
Excerpts from an interview with Dennis Engebretson   
By Alethea Kenney 
Farmers Independent, Bagley, MN 
January 2, 2019 

Tell me a little about yourself 
and your family? 
Jackie, my wife, and I have been 
married since 1979. Jackie grew 
up in the Cavalier/Grasston N.D 
area in her younger years but 
moved to the Bagley area in her 
teen years. We met at church, 
married in 1979, and have been 
married close to 40 years. We 
have a daughter Maria who is 38; 
Philip, our son, just turned 36. 
Maria is home with us and Philip 
is doing carpentry work and part-

time employment on a farm in 
North Dakota in spring and fall 
for planting and harvesting. He’s 
been doing the carpentry this 
past year full-time.  
 
How long have you been 
farming and how long has your 
farm been in your family? 
Farming all our lives. The farm 
was homesteaded in 1903. 

 
 
 

Gordie Engebretson and Commissioner 
Petersen have a discussion about the 
sustainability of the elk herd. 

 

Dennis Engebretson 
Engebretson Elk Farm 
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What livestock were originally 
raised on your farm? 
Beef cattle, dairy, small dairy 
operation, sheep, chickens, pigs 
-- those were the early ones. And 
then kind of the same now, only 
the elk were added in 1995. 
 
How did you first get 
interested in elk? 
They had these events around 
the state on diversified farming 
options. Different people talked 
about what they’d started, raising 
sheep for wool, or raising trout or 
some kind of craft thing they 
were getting into and making 
things. I went to several of those, 
there were some on raising 
different kinds of puppies. I was 
looking for another option for 
income for the farm and so 
looked at several. I had looked at 
elk, but I had ostriches for four 
years before I got into elk. When 
I went into ostriches, a lot of 
people were excited about 
ostriches and I was looking for 
something to diversify but also 
something that provided more 
diversified income from the 
animal. After three years, I 
realized it was a fad. They were 
not as diversified at that time with 
products that could be marketed. 
After that I started thinking about 
the elk. Elk are much more 
adapted to our weather. I’ve 
raised a variety of animals over 
the years and visited three to four 
different elk farms. I bought my 
first bred cows in 1995 from a 
man near Sauk Centre. From 
there I have been adding to the 
numbers, doing artificial 
breeding, selling some breeding 
stock, mainly trophy bulls, meat, 
velvet antler. 
 
What were your original goals 
for your farm and how has that 
changed (or not)? 
My father, I remember him talking 
about keeping somewhat 
diversified with several income  

 
options on the same farm. He, 
when I graduated from high 
school, recommended I seek a 
trade, so I took two years of 
carpentry which would work 
along with farming as an option 
for extra income. So that was the 
longer term goal, diversifying 
income on the farm. One way to 
do that was by taking carpentry 
schooling after high school, 
which worked out in the late 
1980s and 1990s to 2000s, doing 
some carpentry work along with 
farming. Now that I’ve gotten into 
the elk numbers and my age, I’ve 
been sticking with farming the 
last few years. 
 
What products do you get from 
your livestock? 
Beef cattle are mainly raised for 
cow/calf operation and selling 
feeder calves. With the sheep, I 
sell feeder lambs and a smaller 
amount of butcher lambs. Now 
I’m considering wool off my 
sheep as well, since being in 
contact with what was Northern 
Woolen Mills in Fosston. Raising 
the wool and one of the reasons 
for doing that is trying to develop 
interest in other producers, 
including 4-H kids, that there are 
other products besides just meat 
from lambs. The wool has good 
value to it. That’s been one of my 
goals the last five to six years. 
 
The elk provide velvet antler that 
is harvested off the bulls in late 
May/June and it’s harvested and 
frozen and then marketed to the 
oriental market, mainly China. 
That’s processed into a velvet 
product for humans. In North 
America, velvet is made into 
products for pets, dogs and 
horses. For human consumption 
it goes to China and is used as a 
natural safe, effective pain relief. 
It also promotes energy and 
stamina. It has been used for 
arthritis, pain relief, nutritional 
supplement, for athletes and an  

 
ingredient in traditional Chinese 
medicine for over 2000 years, 
second only to ginseng. 
 
There are several grades of elk 
velvet, and even the hard antler 
is used in some oriental teas. It is 
a high calcium product for anti-
inflammatory agents. The hard 
antler is also cut into four to six 
inch pieces, splitting the antler 
down the middle to make dog 
chews. This is one of the bigger 
sales, sold by the pound in the 
U.S. 
 
Trophy bulls are raised to an age 
of four to five years or older and 
sold to hunting preserves for the 
trophy market. With artificial 
insemination, semen is 
purchased from other elk 
producers for use in my breeding 
program. The breeding is very 
similar to breeding beef cows. 
 
“Trophy hard antler sheds” are 
antlers that are naturally shed or 
cut off after the velvet is off. 
Naturally shed antlers are higher 
in value. These are used in the 
craft industry for table legs, 
chandeliers and things like that. 
 
Elk meat is a big part of the 
industry, but this is a more 
common use and more well-
known. 
 
Elk hides and capes are sold for 
mounting purposes on trophy ulls 
and are tanned for display and 
for craft use.  Elk undercoat is 
now being explored for use in 
wool blend yarns. 
 
Elk ivory tooth is harvested from 
skulls for jewelry purposes. One 
tooth on each side of the upper 
jaw is ivory. They don’t know 
what those teeth are used for, but 
elk is one of the only North 
American animals that have 
ivory. 
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What led you to try harvesting 
elk fiber for yarns? 
Probably Stephanie Anderson at 
Northern Woolen Mills in 
Fosston, looking at fibers, she 
mentioned bison. I thought “I’ve 
got down fiber laying around all 
over the ground at home.” I went 
home, picked it up and took it 
back to her. She made some 
skeins for me, blended with wool 
and that’s how it got started. 
Stephanie put it out on her fiber 
site and it could have been sold 
within minutes, but we only had a 
few skeins. People from Montana 
and Wisconsin would have 
bought it all. That spurred me on 
another year to gather more. If I 
had ten pounds, what she got 
from that, what I got back, did 
some numbers and it seemed to 
be worth my time to pick it up. 
Not that it’s been progressing 
very fast but I have twenty 
pounds laying in my grain bin I 
could put together. The problem 
is separating the hair from the 
down. 
 
For dehairing, I heard a thing on 
the radio for a mill in Texas that 
was dehairing bison. Apparently 
that down is stronger than elk 
down and some hair is mixed in. 
You lose a fair amount of the 
down when you run it through the 
machines and I’d like to minimize 
that. In some of the mills, like Old 
Creamery in Randall, Minn., 
they’d take the time to go through  
 
 

 
this for me. In Kindred, N.D., 
there is a mill that can do this as 
well. 

Is it difficult to get started in 
elk and what would be your 
answer to someone asking 
“Why get elk?” 
It’s not difficult to find animals to 
purchase. There is a education 
part on the regulations that you’d 
want to familiarize yourself with 
so you know. Go through that 
with several elk producers so you 
know what all is involved in 
fencing and transportation and all 
of that. It’s not hard to purchase 
or find them to purchase. You 
have to be aware of the 
regulations, as far as 
transportation, especially across 
state lines. 
 
 

 
We raise them as a farm-raised  
animal under the Department of 
Agriculture, the regulations have 
to do with controlling the spread 
of CWD (chronic wasting 
disease). Just like regulations on 
other livestock, what states and 
what regulations you have to 
follow change. Moving them from 
state to state, each state is 
different with the paperwork you  
have to have to get them into the 
state. There are diseases like 
mad cow, TB and brucellosis that 
are regulated. Some state 
regulations are minor and some 
have more paperwork involved. 
There is a fair amount of record 
keeping as far as keeping 
individuals identified and tagged 
for annual inventory. 
 
Is there anything else you’d 
like people to know about the 
Engebretson Elk Farm? Where 
can people find out more 
information about you? 
I’m always open for a farm visit 
and very willing to show the 
animals. Look under Minnesota 
Elk Breeders website or the 
North American Elk Producers  
site for detailed information. 
People are more than welcome 
to come for a farm visit. There 
are several thousand elk raised 
in Minnesota and most producers 
are more than open to a farm 
visit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the elk hair Engebretson 
collected from his elk made into yarn. 
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The 2019 NAEBA Convention recently took place in Topeka, Kansas. Besides MnEBA receiving the “Association of 
the Year Award” for the second year in a row, Minnesota producers received other awards and played prominent 
roles in the conference!  These members include: 
 

             
  
  
  
              

  
  
  
  
  

           Jim Byrne received the                                    Perry Olson, Seminar Speaker                           Mark Luedtke, Seminar Speaker 
     Rush Johnson Memorial Award                           “Best Practices of Velvet Cutting”                        “Getting Started in Elk Ranching” 
        (Accepted by Mark Luedtke) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

       Mark & Lisa Luedtke Family                                             Perry Olson                                                            Perry Olson 
   People’s Choice – 2-4 Yr Velvet                          People’s Choice – 5-Mature Velvet                          Premier Breeder Velvet Antler 
                    LLE Y621                                                         Thielen TER Z219 
 
Last but not least, this year’s antler competition had 5 sets of velvet antler and 58 sets of hard antler. Minnesota 
bulls won in the top three of several categories! These included: 

 
 

Velvet 3 Year Old Bull Score Sire / Dam’s Sire Breeder 

1st Place  LLE Y621 89.03 CWI LLE Thor / LLE Zoomer Mark & Lisa Luedtke 

2nd Place LLE Y616 85.32 CWI LLE Thor / LLE 719 Mark & Lisa Luedtke 

 

Velvet 5 Year Old Bull Score Sire / Dam’s Sire Breeder 

1st Place  MEC 470B 116.20 CWI MEC 822 Perry Olson 

 

Velvet Mature Bull Score Sire / Dam’s Sire Breeder 

1st Place  Thielen TER 219Z 125.78 CWI X-Ray / Clearstone Stalwart Perry Olson 

2nd Place MEC 128Y 103.66 CWI GEF 317 / GEF Scorch Perry Olson 

 

Four Year Old Typical Bull Score Sire / Dam’s Sire Breeder 

2nd Place LLE Y409 415 1/8 SCI Frisia Dynasty / Amber Yoda Mark & Lisa Luedtke 

 

Five Year Old Typical Bull Score Sire / Dam’s Sire Breeder 

1st Place SPR 352A 461 1/8 SCI Styx / Clearstone Stalwart Lance & Brenda Hartkopf 

2nd Place LLE 320 423 6/8 SCI Frisia Dynasty / GEF Braetek Mark & Lisa Luedtke 

3rd Place LLE 327 421 4/8 SCI Frisia Dynasty / Winkle Mark & Lisa Luedtke 

 

Mature Non-Typical Bull Score Sire / Dam’s Sire Breeder 

3rd Place Splendor’s Ray  512 7/8 SCI X-Ray / Clearstone Stalwart Lance & Brenda Hartkopf 

NAEBA Convention in Topeka a Great Success for MN Producers! 
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It’s a two recipe edition newsletter!  First off, here’s a great elk enchilada recipe for your casserole dish!   
 

Elk Refried Beans and Rice Enchiladas 
 

1 lb. ground elk      1 tsp. garlic powder                
1 cup cooked white rice    1 tsp. oregano                                        
16 oz. can refried beans    6 oz. light beer                                             
28 oz. green chili enchilada sauce (mild)  1 Tbsp. canola oil       
1 sliced green chili (optional)    10 flour tortillas 
1/2 cup chopped onion     1/4 cup cilantro 
1 Tbsp. cumin      1/2 cup sliced black olives 
1 tsp. chili powder     1/2 cup parmesan cheese  
 
DIRECTIONS 
 

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
 

2. Add 1 tablespoon canola oil to non-stick skillet and add ground elk. Cook until browned. Remove from heat. 
 

3. Heat refried beans in another pot over low heat. Add cumin, chili powder, garlic powder, oregano, sliced green  
    chilies, onion and beer. Cover and cook on low for 10 minutes. 
 

4. Add the cooked rice, refried beans and meat in a large bowl and mix everything together. Layout flour tortillas and  
    add a few heaping spoonfuls of the mixture in the center. Roll up and place seam side down in a baking dish.  
    Pour the entire can of green enchilada sauce over the top. Garnish with sliced black olives, cilantro and parmesan  
    cheese. 
 

5. Cover loosely with foil and bake in preheated oven for 30-40 minutes. Remove foil and broil for 5 minutes.  
    Garnish with slice black olives and cilantro. Makes 10 enchiladas. 

 
 
Here’s a simple slow cooked elk steak recipe that will be great served with mashed potatoes!! 
 

Slow Cooked Elk Round Steak 
 

1/4 cup flour      1 medium onion, thinly sliced 
1/2 tsp. salt      1 can Cream of Mushroon soup 
1/8 tsp. pepper      1 tsp. oregano 
2 lbs. elk round steak, cut into serving-size pieces 1/2 tsp. thyme 
6 tsp. canola oil, divided    1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
 
DIRECTIONS 
 

1. In a large resealable plastic bag, combine the flour, salt and pepper.  Add elk steak, a few pieces at a time, and  
    shake to coat.  In a large skillet, brown meat on both sides in 4 teaspoons oil.  Place in a 5 quart slow cooker. 
 

2. In the same skillet, saute onion in remaining oil until lightly browned; place over elk steak in slow cooker. 
    Combine the soup. oregano, thyme and garlic powder; pour over onion.  Cover and cook on low for 7-8 hours  
    until meat is tender. 
 

Do you have a favorite elk recipe?  Please send a copy of the recipe to 
the MnEBA office so we can share it with others! Thanks!! 

 

MnEBA Kitchen 
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Thoughts on Good Fall Management Practices 
 
Artificial Insemination (AI)  
At this time of year, you want to make sure you are increasing nutrition on your cows so they are on a rising plane of 
nutrition going into breeding. Weaning calves also helps the cow to regain condition, but if cows are receiving 
adequate copper and parasite control, weaning does not have to be done as long as everything else is good.  

 
Testing Hay Quality 
Many areas in Minnesota have experienced a pretty wet year.  It’s a good idea to have your hay tested to make sure 
you are feeding the quality hay you think you are. You will likely need to feed it regardless, but if the quality is low, 
work with a nutritionist to find a way to supplement with additional protein. 

 
Parasite Control  
After the first freeze is a good time to treat for parasites. If you have a history of liver flukes, make sure to treat your 
animals after the first freeze. Also apply pour-on for lice control if that has been a problem in the past. It’s always a 
good idea to check multiple fecal samples from multiple groups in the fall. Check for stomach worms and deworm 
accordingly.   

 
TB/Brucellosis Testing 
Keep up on your TB test accreditation. A few states have dropped the Brucellosis requirement but not all. If you are 
Brucellosis accredited, you might consider testing one more time which would be good for another three years, then 
reevaluate. 

 
Purity Testing 
For any bulls born in the year 2016 or later, you can only receive a NAEBA Silver registration by purity testing them, 
or a NAEBA Gold registration by DNA matching back to sire and dam.  If you are planning to ship 2016 or younger 
bulls next year, it’s a good idea to purity test in advance of next fall. You can purity test via a blood sample at 
BioGenetic Services in South Dakota.  There is a 55% discount if you do this through NAEBA.   

 
NAEBA is also working with U.C. Davis to create a purity test using a hair sample instead of blood.  This test is 
expected to be available next spring.  If you have your bulls in the chute before that time, it would be a good idea to 
pull hair on them, just in case you want to purity test them when the test becomes available. The fee is not known at 
this time but is expected to cost less than the blood test. Just place the hair for each sample in its own paper 
envelope, label and store at room temperature in a dry place. The sample will be good indefinitely.   

 
Culling Cows 
Fall is a time when producers typically begin culling their cow herd.  Now is the time to plan accordingly.  Decide the 
criteria by which you will cull cows (age, production history, etc) and call ahead to schedule slaughter dates. There 
is a lengthy wait time at many slaughter plants. You might also find a lot of difference in pricing.  It may pay to call 
around.  The female elk population has declined quite a bit in Minnesota. That might be a reason to hang on to a 
few more cows this year. 

 
Editor’s Note on Delay in CWD Testing Results at the University of Minnesota 
The machine that stains CWD samples at the University of Minnesota Diagnostic Lab went out this summer.  Any 
CWD samples that have been coming in to the lab are now being sent to Michigan to be stained, and shipped back 
to Minnesota to complete the testing. This has caused CWD results to come back 1-2 weeks later than usual.  
 
A new machine has been ordered and the lab is anticipating a new auto-stainer to be up and running again by 
October 1st.   

Vet Corner by Glen Zebarth, DVM 
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NAEBA Working to Develop Elk Purity Test Using DNA  
 

July 7, 2019 - The North American Elk Breeders 
Association (NAEBA) is currently working with the 
University of California at Davis Lab in creating a new 
elk purity test using DNA samples. This project, which 
began in December 2018, is an effort by NAEBA to 
have a simple and reliable purity test available for elk 
ranchers across the continent. 
 
After weeks of exploratory conversations, the NAEBA 
Board of Directors approved the NAEBA Registration 
Committee to move forward with this task in January 
2019. NAEBA currently uses the University of 
California at Davis (Cal Davis) for the international elk 
breed registry, which includes DNA parentage and 
CWD genotyping. 
 
By the university offering an elk purity test, this would 
consolidate three different services NAEBA provides 
the membership in one lab. The university would be 
able to perform multiple tests with one sample at the 
same lab instead of sending multiple samples to 
different labs. The DNA purity test would also use 
more modern technology that will give the most 
accurate results that science can provide. 
 
To date, NAEBA staff and volunteers have spent 
several hundred combined hours working on the test 
creation, along with the association paying for the test 
creation itself. The sizable cost is justified by the 
NAEBA Board of Directors to have a purity test in 
place as a benefit to members. 
 
 

 

NAEBA also acknowledges some of the frustrations 
that some users have experienced in communicating 
with the Biogenetics lab in South Dakota. Though the 
Biogenetics lab is a private lab completely separate 
from NAEBA, NAEBA still strives to connect users 
with the lab to complete test orders submitted. The 
Biogenetics lab notes a 95% +/- accuracy rate, but the 
protein-based test must be shipped under strict 
protocol to ensure timely processing. It is NAEBA's 
understanding the Biogenetics lab will continue to 
process samples, but users must play close attention 
to the revised protocol. 
 
NAEBA has shared the news of the Cal Davis purity 
test under production with several state animal health 
officials that agree Cal Davis is a top lab in the United 
States for this type of testing. 
 
With the benefit for hair sample submission and ability 
to perform parentage and CWD genotype testing, 
NAEBA believes this will be a simpler process for 
members. 
 
NAEBA is hopeful the test will be completed in the 
coming months. NAEBA's Registration Committee 
and Board of Directors will be finalizing protocol and 
processes, including instructions, forms and test 
costs, this fall. Please stay tuned for more information 
as it becomes available. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

NAEBA Update  

 

 

 

Advertiser Index 
 

 
 

 

ADM Alliance Nutrition 
   Page 11 
 
Spring Coulee Velvet Capsules 
    Page 15 
 

 
Thank you for your support! 

 
 

 

          State Fair Elk Meat  

                           For Sale 
Be watching for any meat that’s left over from 
the State Fair to be posted as availabe for 
MnEBA members to purchase. Elk snack 
sticks, jerky and sausage all make great gifts!! 
 
If you have an interest in purchasing any 
potential leftover elk meat snacks, please 
contact the office at 320-543-2686 or 
info@mneba.org. Thank you! 
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August 22 – September 2, 2019 – Minnesota State Fair, St. Paul, MN 
 

September 14, 2019 – University of Minnesota Spotlight on Science CWD Education 
Event, Bell Museum, St. Paul, MN 
 

January 10-11, 2020 - MnEBA Annual Conference, Crowne Plaza Minneapolis West, 
Plymouth, MN 
 

 
 
 

 
For Sale:  Semen from Adonis, Pirhana, White Lightning and Ruger (son of Bullseye).  
Contact Jay Pronschinske at 507-458-7970. 
 

For Sale:  I have 11 cow-calf pairs for sale.  $1,500 per pair.  Myron Angstman, 800-478-
5315. Located near Princeton, Minnesota. 
 

For Sale: Young herd. 9 cows (2-3yrs old), 9 bulls (2-3yrs old). CWD monitored (6+ yrs.), 
Brucellosis and TB certified. Price:  $22,250. Call 507-358-6505 leave message. 
 

Wanted:  Any and all meat animals. Offering competitive prices. Contact Chad Lawler, 
Hidden Island Elk Ranch at 701-595-1644 or lawler.chad@gmail.com.     
 

For Sale:  High-quality King semen, limited quantities available. Contact Chad Lawler, 
Hidden Island Elk Ranch at 701-595-1644 or lawler.chad@gmail.com.   
 

Wanted: Any and all elk meat animals, trophy bulls, breeding stock or whole herds. Brian 
Wagner, 612-366-5078. 
 

Services Offered:  Outback Fence & Fabrication is here for all your fencing needs. We 
specialize in - Exclusion Fencing, Trellis Fencing, Chain Link Fencing, Woven Wire 
Fencing, Steel and Wood Post Fencing. We fabricate fences and enclosures for 
applications like Deer, Elk, Bison, Livestock (cattle, horses, goats, sheep, etc.).  
We are also here for your fabrication needs specializing in - Livestock Equipment (feeders, 
bunks, cattle gates, buckets, etc.), Repair and Modification (trailers, wagons, tractors, 
machinery, etc.), Custom Entry and Enclosure Gates, In Shop or On-Site Equipment and 
Machinery Repair Services. Contact us today with questions or an estimate on your 
project at 507-951-7632 or outbackfence@hotmail.com. Book for your fencing needs and 
projects for 2019 now!  Visit our website at www.outbackMN.com.   
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
                   

Classified Ads 

 

MINNESOTA ELK 
BREEDERS 

ASSOCIATION 
9086 Keats Avenue SW 
Howard Lake, MN 55349 

Minnesota Elk Breeders 

Association 

9086 Keats Avenue SW 
Howard Lake, MN 55349 

 
PHONE: 

320-543-2686 
 

FAX: 
320-543-2983 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@mneba.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
  8:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Mondays, Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
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